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 READER- 


EADER, this Followins Ac- 

count of the People called Qua= 
kers ,&C. was writ in the Fear and 
Love of God : Firſt as a ſtanding Teſt i= 
mony to that ever Bleſſed Trath, in 
the inward Parts, with which God, 
in my Touthful time, viſited my Sout, 
| and for the Senſe and Love of which 
| 1was made willing, in no orainary Way, 
| to relgnquiſh the Honours and Inte» 


reſts of the World, Secondly, as 8 


ms 
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* AnBpiltle to the Reader. 


Teſtimony for that Deſpiſed People, 


that God has in his Great mercy g4- 


thered and united by his one bleſſed | 


Spirit in the Holy Profeſſion of it ; 


whoſe Fellonſhip TI value above all } 


Worlaly Greatneſs. Thirdly, in Love | 
and Honour to the Memory of that ' 


Worthy Servant of God G. Fox,” the * 


firſ® Inftrument thereof, and there. 


Apoltle of our Day. As this gave 
Birth to what is here preſented to thy 
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fore ſtyled by me the Great and Bleſſed £15, 


TU 
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view, tn the firſt Edition of it, by way R 


of Preface to G. F*sexcellent Journal ; 


fo the Conſideration of the preſent aſe= | 
 falneſs of the following Account of | © 


£ 
- 
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the People called Quakers, (by reaſon | 
of the unjuſt Reflections of ſome Ad> | 


wer ſaries that once walked under the 


Profel/"*2 of Friends) and the Exhor. 
cations that conclua? it, prevailed with 


me to conſent that it ſhould be repub= | 


liſht in a ſmaller Volume ; knowing dſo 
Full well that Great Books, eſpecially 
in theſe days, grow BurihenJome, MM h 
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An Epiſtle to the Reader. 
fo the Pockets aud Minds of tov many 5 
and that there are not a few that aeſire 
(ſo it be at an eaſie rate) to be inform'd 
about this People, that have been ſo 


"much every where ſpoken againſt : 


| But, bleſicd he the God and Father 


of our Lord Jelus Chrilt, t is 4p02 


| 229 worſe Ground than it was ſaid of old 
time, of the Primitive Chriitians ;, 4s 
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I hope will appear fo ever } Sober and Com 


ſiderate Reader. Oar Buſineſs after all 


the ill aſage we have met wit: being the 
Realities of Religion, an effectual 
change vefore our laſt and great chanze 


. | That all may come to an Inward, -Sen- 


ſible and Experimental kzowledge of 
1 God, through the Convictions and O- 


| perations of the Light ana Spirit of 


” . . O ” 

Chriſt in themſelves ; the ſufficient and 
bleſſed means given to all, that thert= 
by all may cone ſavingly to know the 


| only true God and Jeſus Chriſt whom 


he hath ſeat to Enlighten aud Redeem 
the World: Which knowledge is indeed 
Eternal Lite, 4:4 that thou Reader, 


A; maſt 


"An Fpiſtleto the Reader. 
maſt obtain it, is the earneſt deſire of 
hin that is ever _ 


Thine in fo good aWork, 
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| CONTENTS: 
Chap. FL ©. 

Ontaining a brief Account of die- 

vers Piſpenſations of God in 


* the World, to the time he was pleaſed 
: 


ito raiſe this deſpiſed People called Quas 
E | 


keys, 


TC Chap. IT. 
| OF the Riſe of this People, their 
Fundamental Principle and Doctrine, 
| . . 

- fand Prattice in twelve Points reſulting 

from it ; their Progreſs a4 Sufſerings :: 

An Expoſtulation with England there- 

npon. 


A 4. Chap. IL. 
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. Lifecations; ſhowing a Divine, and notl 


ontents. 


.* Chap. III. 
Of the Qualification of their 1 
mitry, Eleven Marks that it is Chir, 


Chap. IV. 
Of the Diſcipline and Practice oy 
this People as a Religious Societile 
gd he Power Church they own and exerl ,} 
Eiſe, and that which th:y rejeft and Con 
ademn; With the Method of their Pr 
ecediugs againſt Erring aud Diſoraerin 
Perſons, 


Chap. V. / 

Of the Firft Inſtrument or Perſoll; 
by whom God was pleaſed to gather thiy « 
People into the way they Profeſs, Hi 
Name G. Gox ; his many excellent Qua 


a Human Power to have been their 
Original in him, His Troubles and 
Sufferings both from mwithout and 
within, His End and Triumph at 
#. 


Chap. VI. 


The Contents, 


Chap. VI. 
Containins Five ſeveral Fxhor- 
Ny . yo os 2 
tations. Firſ# General, reminding 


af 
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and that it was Preface to in its former 
Edition, may come. All the ſeeral 
1 Exyortations accommoaated to their 
ſeveral States and Conditions; that all 
| may anſwer the end of God's love to 
JO them, viz, God's Glory and their own 
"1 Saluation. | 
Hz | 
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CHAP. I. 


C ontaining a brief Account of. Ate 
| Vers Diſpenſations of God in: 
the World, to the time be was. 


| pleaſed to raiſe this Deſpiſed: 
| People called Quakers. 


IVERS have been the Diſ-- 
| penſat ions of God ſince the 
Creation of the -World unto the: 
4 Sons of Mcn; But the Great End? 
of all ofthem has been the ay" | 
bags 


ee aid " as 
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F'Y' 
bis own Excellent Name in the Creati«| 
02 ana Reſl auration of Man: Man, 


the Emblem of himſelf, as a God on | 
Earth, and the' Glory of all his} 
Works. "The World began with Iz- | 


0ztcy: All was then good that the | 


good God had made: And as he 
bleſſed the Works of his Hands, 


{10their Natures and Harmony magni- 
fied Him. their Creator. Then the 


Morning Stars Sang together for Joy, 


and all parts of his Works ſaid Amen 
to his Law, Not a Farr in the 
whole Frame ; but Man in Paras 
diſe, the Beaſts in the Ficld, the 
Fowl in the Air, the Fiſh in the 
Sea, the Lights in the Heavens, the 
Fruits of the Earth; yea the Air, the 
Earth, the Water and Fire Wore 
ſhipped, praiſed and cxalted his Pomer, 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs, O Holy Sab- 
bath, O Holy Day to the Lord! 
But this Happy State laſted not 
long: For Man, the Crown and 
Glory of the Whole, being tempted 
to 
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4tz- to aſpire above his place, unhappily 
lan, | yielded againſt Coinmand and Dus» 
on | ty, as well as Intereſt and Felicity, 
his | and fo fell below it; loſt the Di. 
Iz. | vine Tmage, the Wiſdom; Power 
the | and Purity he was made in. By 
he J which, being no longer fit for Para- 
ds, | diſe, he was expelled that Garden of 
ni- } God, his proper Dwelling and Re- 
ſidence, and was driven out, as a © 
V, | poor /azabona, from the preſence of--. 


£ 


the Lord, to wander in the Earth, 
e | the Habitation of Beaſts. 

7 Yet God that made him had pity 
e | onhim; for He ſeceing- Man was de- 
e | ceived, and that it was not of Malree, 
e |} oran Original Perſumption in him,but 
e | through the Snbtilty of the Serpent 
» | (whohad firſt fallen from his own 
State, and by the Mediation of the 
Woman, Man's own Nature and 
Companion, whom the Serpent had 
firſt deluded) in his infinite Good» 
neſs and Wiſdom found out a way to 
Repair the Breach, Recover the 
| Lols, 


) | 


to the World, who would prevail a- 
gainſt him and bruiſe his Head, and 
deliver Man from his Power : And 
which, in a ſignal manner, by the 
Diſpenſation of the Son of God in 
the Pleſh, in the fulneſs of Time, 
was Perſenally and Fully accompliſhed 


by him, and in him, as Man's Savi-. 


our and Readzemer. 

But his Power was not limitted, 
in the Manifeſtation of it, to that 
time; for both before and ſince his. 
bleſſed Manifeſtation in the Fleſh, he 
has been the Light and Life, the 
Rock and Srength of all that ever 
feared God : Was preſent with them 
in their Temptations, followed them 
in their Travels and Affiictions, and 
ſupported and carried them roy 

an 
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Toſs, and Reſtore fallen Man again: 
by a Nobler and more Excellent Adam, 
promiſed to be born of a Woman ; ma 
that as by means of a Woman the 
evil one had prevailed upon Man, 
by a Woman alſo He ſhould come in- 
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and over the difficulties that have at<. 
tended them in their Earthly Pilgri- 


(mage. By this AbePs heart excelled 


Cair's, and Seth obtained the prehe- 
minence, and Eroch walked with 
God. It was this that frove with 
the Old World, and which they re-. 
belled againſt, and which ſanCtified 
and inſtructed Noah to Salvation. 

But the outward Diſpenſation that 
followed the benighted State of Man, 
after his Fall, eſpecially among the 
Patriarchs, was generally that of 
Angels; as the Scriptures of the Old 
Tcament doin many places expreſs, 
as to Abraham, Jacob, &c, The next 
was that of the Law by Moſes, which 
was alſo delivercd by Azgels, as the 
Apoſtle tells us. This Diſpenſation 
was much outward, and ſuited to a 
low and ſervile State ; called there- 


s fore by the Apoſtle Paul, that of a 


Schoot-Ma#er, which was to point out 
and prepare that People to look and 
long for the Mei:h, who youy dee 
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liver them from the ſervitude of a 


Ceremonious and imperfect Diſpen- 
ſation, by knowing the Realities of 
thoſe Myſterious Repreſentations 1n 
themſelves. In this time the Law 
was written on Stone, the Temple 
built with Hands, attended with an 
Outward Prie#hood and External 
Rites and Ceremontes, that were 
Shadows of the Good Things that were 
to come, and were only to lerve till the 
Seed came, or the more excellent and 
general manifeſtation of Chriſt, ro 
whom was the Promiſe, and to all 
Men only in him, in whom it was Yes 
and Amer, even Lite from Death, 
Immortality and Eternal Life, 

This the Prophets foreſaw ; and 
comforted the believing Jews in the 


certainty of it ; which was the Top of 


the Moſaical Diſpenſation, and 
which ended in Job's Miniſtry, the 
forerunner of the Meſiah, as John's 
was finiſhed in him, the Furneſs of 
all. And then God that at ſundry 
a BA Times 


(7) 
Times and in divers manners had 
tpoken to the Fathers by his Servants 
the Prophets, Spoke to Men by his 
Son Chriſt Jeſus, Who is Heir of all 
things ; being the Goſpel-aay, which 
15 the Diſpenſation of Sorſbip: Bring 
ing in thereby a nearer Teſtament 
and a better hope; even the Begin- 
ing of the Glory of the latter days, 
and of the Reſtitution of all things ; 
yea, the Reſtoration of the Kjngaom 
unto Tirael. 

Now the Spirit that was more 
ſparingly communicated in former 
Diſpenſations, began to be Poured 
forth upon all Fleſh, according to the 
Prophet TJoe/, and the Light that 
ſhined in Darkneſs, or but dimly before, 
the moſt gracious God cauled to Shine 
out of Darknt /s,and the Day-/tar began 
to ariſe in the Hearts of Believers, 
giving unto them the knowledge of 
God in the Face (or Appearance) 
of his Son Chriſt Jeſus, 


Now - 


(83) 
Now the Poor in Sf1irit, the Meek, ove 
the true Moaurners, the Hunery andWeac 
Thir#y after Rizhteouſneſs, the Peace» Whe 
oakers, the Pare in Heart, the Merci- 
faland Perſecated, came more eſpeci-Þ 
ally in Remembranc: b<fore theLord, þ 
and were ſought our ind bleſſed by 
IſraePs True Shep'rerd. O1d Jeruſalem 
with her Chiidren grew out of 
Date, and the New Jeruſalem into Re- hc 
veſt, the Mother of the Sons of SJ 
the Goſpel-Day. Wherefore no more I P 
at O/d Jeraſalen, nor at the Mountain || G 
of Samaria, will God be worſhipped I} 
above other places ; for, behold, he I 1 
15s, by his own Son, declared and } « 


preached a Spirit, and that he wall 
be known as ſuch, and worſhipped 
in the Spirit and in the Trath! He 
will now come nearer than of olc 
time, and be will write his Law in the 
Flecrt,and put his Fear ana Spirit in the 
znward parts, according to his pro» 
miſe. Then Signs, Types and Sha- 
aows flew away, the Day having diſ- 
| covered 
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ek, overed their Inſufficiency in not 
ndFeaching to the 2»ſide of the Cup, ro 


he cleanſing of the Conſcience; and all 
lementary ſervices were expired in 


3 by him that is the ſubſtance of 


ol 
- 
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And tothis Great and Bleſſed End 
w ſoft the Diſpenſation of the Son of 
f JGod, did the Apoſtles Teſtifie, whom 
» She hath choſen and anointed by his 
f FSpirit, to turn the Jews from their 
2 | Prejudice and Superſtition, and the 
» | Gentiles from their Vanity and Ido» 
| latry, to Chriſt's Light and Spirit that 
ſhined in them; that they might be 
quickned from the Sins and Trelipaſles 
in which they were Dead, to ſerve 
the Living God in the Newre/s of the 
Spirit of Life, and walk as Children 
of the Life, and of the Day, even the 
Day of Holineſs : For ſuch put on 
Chriſt, the Light of the World, and 
make no more Proviſion for the Fleſh. 
to fulfil the Luſt thereof. So that the 
Light, Spirit and Grace that comes. 


- ets of | 


by Chriſt, and appear in Man, were 
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that divine Principle the Apoſtles mi- 
niſtred from, and turned Peoples| 
Minds unto, and in which they ga- 
thered and built up the Churches © 
Chriſt in their Day, For whuchÞ, 
cauſe they adviſe them not ro quenchſh, + 
the Spirit, but to wart for the Spirit , Cri 
and Speak by the Spirit, and Pray by the. 
Spirit, and Walk #n the Spirit too, as}; 
that which approved them the truly 
begotten Children of God ; Borx not 
of Fleſh and Bloos., or of the will of ic) 
an, but of the will of God; by do- 
ing his will, and denying their owa ; 


by drinking of Chri/Þs Cup, and be- a 
ing Baptized with hs Baptiſm of N.. 
Self-denial ; the Way and Path that NI, 
all the Heirs of Life have ever trod 
to Bleſſedneſs. But alas! even in NI, 
the Apoſtles Days, thoſe bright Stars NI, 
of the fir/# Magnitude of the Golpel- FI, 
Light, ſome Clouds, forctelling an}, 
Eclip/e of this Primitive Glory, began. I. 


to appear, and ſeyeral of them gave 
carly 


R 


(11) 
arly Caution of it to the Chriſtians 
of their time, that even then there 
vas, and yet would be more and 
more, a falling away from the Power 
of Godlineſs, and the Purity of that 
Spiritual Diſpenfation, by ſuch as 
ought to make a fair ſbew in the Fleſh, 
but with whom the offence of the 
Crols ceaſed, Yet with this comforta- 
ble Concluſion, that they ſaw beyond 
It a more glorious Time than ever to 
the true Church. Their ſight was 
true, and what they foretold to the 
Churches, gathered by them 1n the 
' {Name and Power of Jeſus, came to 
” to pals : For Chriſtians degenerated 
a=pace into outlides,as Days and Meats, 
' Rand divers other Ceremonies. And 
| which was worle, they fel] into Strife 

and Contention about them ; Separa- 
tizg one from another, then Ezvyine, 
and, as they had Power, Per/ccating 
one another, to the ſhame and fcan- 
dal of their common Chriſtianity, and 
and grievous ſtunibling and offence 


of 


c 12 ) 
Lord had fo long and ſo marvellouſ] 


preſerved them, And having got 


at laſt the Worldly Power into thei 
Hands, by Kings and Emperors em 
bracing the Chriſtian Profeſſion 


of the Heathen; among whom theſhot 
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nc 


l 
he 


they changed, what they could, thefffe 


Kingdom of Chriſt, which is not of 


this World, into a Worldly Kingdom ; 
or at leaſt ſtiled the Worldly King 


dom that \was in their Hands theff 


Ryngdom of Chriſt, and ſo —_ bes 
came Worlaly, and not true Chriſtians, 
Then Humane Inventions and Novet- 


ties, both in Doctrine and Worſhip, 


C 


Dr 
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crouded faſt into the Church; a Doorf 


being opened thereunto, by the 


Grolsneſs and Carnality that appear» 
ed then among the generality of 
Chriſtians, who had long ſince left 
the Guidance of God's meek and hea- 
' venly Spirit, and given themlelyes 
up to Swperitition, Will-worſhip, and 
Voluntary Humility, And as Super- 


ſtition is Blind fo it is Hrady and Fari 


os ; for all mult ſtoop te its blind and 
bound 


"7 03. 
heoundleſs Zeal or Periſh by it : In the 
lyYVame of the Spirit, perſecuting the 
otFrery appearance of the Spirit of God 
cirfin others, and oppoſing that in others 
mn4vhich they reſiſted in themſelves,viz. 
n&he Light, Grace and Sperit of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, But always under the 


otion of Innovation, Hereſie, Schiſmg 1 


h 
0 
1;Þr ſome ſuch plauſible Name. Though 
geChriſtianity allows of no Name or - 
1eÞPretence whatever , for perſecuting 
c-pt any Man for Matters of meer Relt- 
$.10n, being in its very Nature, Meek, 
[$Gentle and Forbear ing ; and conlilts of 
PFaith, Hope and Charity, which no 
YrMPcrſecutor can have whilſt he remains 
ep Perſecutor-; in that a Man cannot 
rWclicve well, or hope well, or have a 
MFCharitable or Tender Regard to a- 
{t@nother, whilſt he would violate his 
1-EMind, or perſecute his Body for mat. 
r ters of -Faith or Worſhip towards his 
aGod. 

Thus the Falſe Charch ſprang up, 
Hand mounted the Chair, But though 
| fi 
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ſhe loſt her Natare, ſhe would needs 
keep her good Name of the Lambs 
bride, the True Church and Mother of 
the Faithful: Conſtraining all to re- 
ceive her Mark, either in their Fore- 
head or Right Hand ; that is, pub- 
lickly or privately. But Indeed and 
in Truth ſhe was Myſtery pabylon, the 
Mother of Harlots, Mother of thoſe 
that, with all their ſhow and outſide 
of Religion, were adulterated and 
gore from the Spirit, Nature and Life 
of Chriſt, and grown Lain, Worldly, 
Ambitions, Covetonus, Crnel, &c, which 
are the Fruits of the Fleſh and not of 
the Spirit. 

Now it was that the True Church 
fled into the Wilderneſs : Thar is, 
trom Superſtition and Violence, to a 
Retired, Solitary and Loy State ; 
hidden, and as it were ot of Sight of 
Men, though not out of the World. 
Which ſhows that her wonted Vis 
ſibility was not Eſſential to the being 
of a True Church in the Judgment of 
tic 
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[the Holy Ghoſt; ſhe being as true 
, [Church mn the Wilderneſs, tho? not as 
" Vi{ible and Luſtrious, as when ſhe was 
- bin her former Splendor of Profeſſion. 
- Un this State many Attempts She made 
to. return, but the Waters were yet 
oo-High, and her way blocked up,and 
ny of her excellent Children, in ſe- 
5 $I and Centuries, fell by 
\ the! Cruelty of Superſtition , becauſe 
they would not fall from their Faith- 
fulnzſs to the Truth. | 
The laſt Age did ſet ſome ſteps to- 
vards it, both:as'to Do&rine, Wor- 
' Phipand Practice. Bur Praftice quicks 
y failed ; for Wickednels flowing in a 
ittle time, as well among the Pro: 
effors of the Reformation : as thoſe 
hey reformed from ; ſo that by the 
ruits of Converſation they were not 
$o bediſtinguiſhed. And the Chil- 
lren of coy pemeiat My if not the Res 
ormers themſelves, betook -them- 
elves, very = af 6 Earthly Polisgy and 
Power, to uphold and* carry on ets 
| Re 
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Reformation that had been begun 
with Spiritual Weapons; which 1 
have often thought, hs heen one © 
the greateſt reaſons the Reformation 
made no better Progrels, as to the 
Eifeand Soul of Religion.” For whilſt 
the Reformers were, Lowly and Spi- 
Titually Minded, and truſted jn God,BYan 
and lookt to Him, and lived in hisRi 
Fear, and conſulted not with FleſhBle 
and Blood, nor fenght Deliverance inſthi 
their own way, there were daily ad-BTt 
ded torhe Church ſuch as one: might 
reafonebly ſay ſhould be faved : Por 
they were not fo careful to be ſafe 
from Perſecution, as to be Faithful 
and Inoftenſive under it : Being mortſve, 
concerned to ſpread the Truth by theirfhyg 
Faith ' and Patience + in Tribulation fine 
than to get the Worldly Power outhyg 
of their Hands that inflicted thoſe 
Sufferings upon them : And it will beth; 
well if the. Lord ſuffer them not tc 
fall, by the very ſame way they took 
to ſtand. | 


In 
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In Dodrine' they -were in ſome 
things ſhort ; in other- things, to a- 
void one extream, they run into ano- 
ther : And for Worſhip, *thero was 
for the generality, morc of ran mit 
Ethan of God, They owned the Spi- 
| cit; Inſpiration and Revelation indeed. 
and grounded their Separation a1 
S5FReformation upon the 5/70 and On: 
WE der/tanding they received (om it, (1 
nlthe Reading off - the Sethprures of 
df Truth. And this was their Plea! the 
Scripture is the Tert, the Syt- 
tit the Jnterpzeter, 4nd that to 
every one fo2 Himfeir. tur yet 
there was too much of humgge it- 
vention, Tradition and Arti,” (far''ree 
crBmained both in Prayins ard Preac , 
fling; and- of worldly: Authority ant 
Ruworidly Greatncis in thor Miniftets } 
ok ſpecially in this K intaon, dweaer, 
XBDenmark, and ſome parts of Germany 
08God was therefore pleaied in E214 
8F0 ſhift us'from Veſſel tt, Veſſel : And 
Phe next 'remove honed the Mini: 
10 B 2 ſtry_ 


(49) 


ſiry., ſo thatthey were more Str; 
in , Preaching , Devaut im Praying 
and Zealows, tor! keeping the Lord 
Pay,, and ,Catech;zing of Childre 

ard Servants, and, Repea'# z2 at Home 
1m;their Families what', they (had 
heard-n publick;! ' But even astheſe 
grew into Power, they were not on] 

jor Whirping tome out, but others 1n 
to, the-] emple : And they appearec 
Rigid in their Spirits, rather than Se 
vere 1n their 'Lives, af! more for « 
Party than for Piety, W hich brought 
tarth anogher People,” that were ye 

more retired and ſelect; 

They would not communicate a 
tor or 1n common with othe1s 
but. foqmed Churches among tl m 
flves.of -juch as could give lome Ad 
count: of tlicir Conyerſion ; at leaf 
of-yery promiling experiences of th 


Worl: of God's Grace upon thef 


Hearts ; ,,and under, mutual Agret 
meuts and Covenants of Fello 
ſhip,, they kept. together.; The! 
Peop 


C' 
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(19) 
People! were fomewhat of a Softer 
Temper, and 'ſeemed rb recommend 
Religion by the'Charms'of irs Love, 
Mercy and'Gooameſs, rather titan by the 
Terrours of its F4dgments and Puniſh- 
ment ; by which the former Party 
would have 'awed People' into *Re- 
Itg1on, Gra kth | 
Fhey alſo allowed greater liberty 
to Prophecy than thoſe before them ; 
for they admitred ay Member to Speak 
or Pray, as well as their Pa/tor, whom 
they always Choſe, and not the Civil 
Magiſtrate. Tf ſuch found any thing 
preſſing upon them to either Duty, 
even without the DiſtintFion of Cler- 
gy or Laity, Perſons of any T raze had 
their Liberty, be it never fo Low and 


% 


Mechanical. - But alas ! even theſe: 


People fuftereFgreat lofs : For tafting 
of World!y Empire, and, the favour or 
Princes, and the Gain that enſued, 


' they degenerated bur toomuch, For 
though they had cried down National 


Churches and Miniftry, and Mainte« 
B 3 nance 


(20) 
nance too; ſome. of them, when it 
was their ownjturn to be.;:I'ryed, fell: 
under the, Weightzof Worſdly Ho-ſfot 
nour and-Advantage,,,got into profi- RL: 
table Paricnages too.much,, and out}. 
lived. and conmtradifted their own Prin-Yar 
ciples: And,. which-was yet worle, 
rurncd, ſome of them, abſolute. Per- 
Jeeators, ot ather Men for, God's Sake, 
that but 1ſo lately came themſelves 
out of t::e Furnace ; which drove 
many. a ſtep farther, and that was Wt 
nto the, Water : Another. Baptiſm, as Yb 
bcrlieving they were not Scripturally Wt 
x A. ; and hoping to find that Wt 
ret ence and [Former of God in {ub- { 
PAutting to this Watery Ordinance, Nl ' 
which they delired and wanted, 
,- Thete , People made allo. Profel- 
ſon of Neglecting, -1f not Renoun- 
ring and Cenſuring, not only the Ne- 
celhty, bur Uſe of all Humane Learn- 
.ing as to the Miniſtry ; andall other 
; Qualifications to.1t, 'belides the Helps 
and Gifts of the Spirit of God, and 
| | thoſe 


( 21 ) 
- itFhoſe natura} and common to Men; 
felſBAnd tor a time they teemed like John 
lo-fof Old, 'a_ Burning and a Shinng 
-FLight to other Socicties. 
2-5. They were, very '{0:/igent , Plain 
in-Fand Series; '{trongin Scripture,.and, 
le, Mbold 1n'P! ofeffion ; bearing muc'1 Rex 
er. (proach and ContradiRion. ut hat 
e, which others j-/ by, proved their 
es Snare. For worldly Power ipoiled 
veRthem too; who had enough of 1t to 
as Retry them what they would: do it they 
as & had had. more\:, And they: refted alſo 
by © too much-upon their Watry Piſpeaſas 
2t © tion, inftead of pathngon-more full 
)- © to that of the: Fire and Holy ok 
e, & which was his Baptiſm, ,w (ok came 
with a Far 14 h;s Hand, that height, 
A throught ( and not;; 1 part only!) 
- | pwree /iis 4lapry 8414 ' khee-agy #y,the Drojs 
- | avaithe 1 74 of his | Peopie, and maker | 
- B dan fintr than Gold, 'Withal,, they \ 
grew High, Rough and Sel, righteous ; 
oppoſing, further atrainment : 1og 
much forgetting the Day of their It 
B 4 fancy 
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EPISTLE 


TO THE 


READER- 


EADER, this Following Ac- 

count of the People called Qua= 
kers ,&C. was writ in the Fear and 
Love of God : Firſt as a ſtanding Teſt i= 
mony to that ever Bleſſed Trath, in 
the inward Parts, with which God, 
in my Touthful time, viſited my Sout, 
and for the Senſe and Love of which 
1 was made willing, in no ordinary Way, 
to relinquiſh the Honours and Inte» 


reſts of the World, Secondly, as 8 
A2 d 0s 


 AnFpiſtle to the Reader. 


Teftimony for that Deſpiſed People, 
that God has in his Great mercy ga- 
thered and united by his one bleſſed 
Spirit in the Holy Profeſſion of it; 
whoſe Fellowſhip I walue above all 

Worlaly Greatneſs. 
and Honour to the Memory of that} ; 
Worthy Servant of God G. Fox,” the” 
firſt Inftrument thereof, and there... 
fore ſtyled by me the Great and BleſſedV; ; 
Apoltle of our Day, As this gave 
Birth to what is here preſented to thy 
view, in the firſt Edition of it, by way 
of Preface to G. F*s excellent Journal ; 
fo the Conſideration of the preſent aſe= 
falneſs of the following Account 0 
the People called Quakers, (by reaſon 
of the unjuſt Reflections of ſome Ads 
wer faries that once walked under the 
Profeſ/"*2 of Friends ) and the Exhor. 
cations that conclude it, prevailed with 
me to conſent that it ſhould be repub 
liſht in a ſmaller Volume ; knowing alſo 


Full well that Great Books, eſpecially 


in theſe days, grow Burihenſome, both 
{0 


Thirdly, in Loveſ,, 


An Epiſtle to the Reader. 
o- the Pockets and Minds of too many 
ud that there are not a few that deſire 
ſoit be at an eaſie rate) to be inform'd 
about this People, that have been ſo 
enuch every where ſpoken againſt : 


1 


le 
Co 
«£ 
t - 
all 


MY Put, bleſſed be the God and Father 
our Lord Jefus Chrilt, it is «po 
0 worſe Ground than it was ſaid of old 
ime, of the Primitive Chriitians; as 

hope will appear to every Sober and Cons 
iderate Reader. Oar Buſineſs after all 
he ill aſage we have met wit', being the 


at 
he 
be 
ed 


UC 


Realities of Religion, an effectuab 
hange before our laſt and great chanze: 
I hat ail may come to an Inward, -Sen= 
ible az4 Experimental knowledge of 
God, through the Convictions and O- 
 Wpcrations of the Light ana Spirit of 
'briſt in themſelves ; the ſufficient and 
bleſſed means given to all, that thert= 
y all may come ſavingly to know the 
ply true God and Teſus Chriſt whom 
be bath ſeat to Enlighten aud Redeem 
the World: Which knowleage is indeed 
. Eternal Lite, 42d that thou Reader, 


A} mayſt 


An Epiſtle to the Reader. 
4/7 obtain it, 1s the earneſt deſire 0 
bim that is ever © 


LD. — — 
8 5 
2 * 


Thine in ſo good aWork, 


W, P 
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O'S, 
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Of the Riſe of this People, their 
Fundamental Principle and Doctrine, 
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from it ; their Progreſs 2x4 Sufferings 2: 
An Expoſtulation with England #here- 
pon, 


A 4 Chap. IIL. 


ontents. 
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Chap. V. X 

Of the Firft Inſtrument or Perſolfl;, 

by whom God was pleaſed to gather thilf s 
People tnto the way they Profeſs. Hi 
Name G, Gox ; his many exccllent Qua 
lifkeations ; ſhowing a Divine, and no 
a Human Power to hawe been thiei 
Original in him, His Troubles ani 
Sufferings both from mithout ani 


within, His End and Iriumph 4 
zt. 
| Chap. VI 


The Contents, 


y" Chap. VI. 
11 Containins Five ſeveral Exhor- 
—"Fations. Firſ# General, reminding 
this People of their Primitive Integrity 
ed Simplicity, Secondly in Particu- 
Jar, to the Miniſtry. Thirdly to the 
oung convinced. Fowurthly to the 
Children of Friends. Fifthly to 
"XP: hoſe that are yet Strangers to this 
Co People and Way, to whom this Book, 
P and that it was Preface to in its former 
11MEdition, maj come. All the ſeyeral 
Exhortations accommoaated to their 
everal States and Conditions; that all 
may anſwer the end of God's love to 
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rſo them, VIZ, God's Glory and their own 
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Brief Account, &c: 
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CHAP. I. 


| Containing a brief Account of dim 
vers Dilpenſations of God un: 
the World, to the time he was 
pleaſed to raiſe this Deſpiſed. 
People called Quakers. 


IVERS have been the D;/-- 
penſat ions of God fince the: 
Creation of the -World unto the: 
Sons of Men; But the Great End? 


of all ofthem has been the Rexomn of; 
hiss 


) * 
L 7 _— 


(2) 
bis own Excellent Name in the Creatiif* 
on ana Reſl auration of Man: MangY 
the Emblem of himſelf, as a God onff 
Earth, and the Glory of all his} 
Works. The World began with In-3V 
0ctincy:; All was then good that the 
good God had made: 
blefled the Works of his Hands, 
10 their Natures and Harmony magni- 
fied Him. their Creator. Then the 


} Morning Stars Sang together for Joy, | 


and all parts of his Works ſaid Amer 
to his Law, Not a Farr in the} 
whole Frame; but Man in Paras 
diſe, the Beaſts in the Ficld, the 
Fowl in the Air, the Fiſh in the 
Sea, the Lights in the Heavens, the 
Fruits of the Earth; yea the Air, the 
Earth, the Water and Fire Wors 
ſhipped, praiſed and cxalted his Porer, 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs. O Holy Sab- 

bath, O Holy Day to the Lord! 
But this Happy State laſted not 
long: For Man, the Crown and 
Glory of the Whole, being tempted 
tO 


eats: 


an 


(3) 
to aſpire above his place, unhappily 
yielded againſt Coinmand and Du- 


1 onfty, as well as Intereſt and Felicity, 
higtand fo fell below it; loſt the Di- 


1 1x.) 


the 
he 
ads, 
wore 
the 


oy, P 


21018 
the 
2. 
he 
he 


vine Image, the Wiſdom, Power 


and Purity he was made in. By 
which, being no longer fit for Para- 
diſe, he was expelled that Garden of 
God, his proper Dwelling and Re- 
ſidence, and was driven out, as a 
oor Vazabond, from the preſence of--. 


£ 


the Lord, to wander in the, Earth, 


the Habitation of Beaſts. 


Yet God that made him had pity 
on him ; for He ſceing- Man was de- 
ceived, and that it was not of Malrce, 
or an Original Perſumption in him,but 
through the Subtilty of the Serpent 
(whorhad firft fallen from his own 
State, and by the Mediation of the 
Woman, Man's own Nature and 
Companion, whom the Serpent had 
firſt deluded) in his infinite Good» 
neſs and Wiſdom found out a way to 
Repair the Breach, Recover the 
| Lots, 


(4) 

Loſs, and Reſtore fallen Man againf, 
by a Nobler and more Excellent Adam 
promiſed to be born of a Woman 
that as by means of a Woman the 
evil one had prevailed upon Man 
by a Woman alſo He ſhould come in 
to the World, who would prevail a 
gainſt him and bruiſe his Head, and, 
deliver Man from his Power : Andf, 
which, in a ſignal manner, by the 
Diſpenſation of the Son of God inſF, 
the Pleſh, in the fulneſs of Time; 
was Perſonally and Fully accompliſhed 
by him, and in him, as Man's Savi- 
our and Redeemer, 

But his Power was not limitted, 
in the Manifeſtation of it, to that 
time; for both before and ſince his 
bleſſed Manifeſtation in the Fleſh, he 
has been the Lizht and Life, the 
Rock and Srength of all that ever 
feared God : Was preſent with them 
in their Temptations, followed them 
in their Travels and Aﬀictions, and 
ſupported and carried them — 

an 


»” 


(5) 
pal $nd over the difficulties that have at<. 
Mg-nded them in their Earthly Pilgri- 
ian Hnage. By this AbePs heart excelled 
th',;z's, and Seth obtained the prehe- 
langinence, and Enoch walked with 
-In$od. It was this that ſtrove with 
1 aJhe Old World, and which they re- 
andelled againſt, and which ſanCtified 
Ind$nd inſtrutted Noah to Salvation. 
the Butthe outward Diſpenſation that 
Infollowed the benighted State of Man, 
nc\Sftcr his Fall, etpecially among the 
edBParriorchs, was ocnerally that of 
Ut- {ngels; as the Scriptures of the Old 
cſtament doin many places expreſs, 
d, Bis to Abraham, Jacob, &c. The next 
at Bwas that of the Law by Moſes, which 
S $was alſo delivercd by Angels, as the 
1C \poſtle tells us. "This Diſpenſation 
1e ſkwas much outward, and ſuited to a 
I How and ſcrvile State ; called there- 
N Ffore by the Apoſtle Paul, that of a 
n 8Schoot-Ma#ter, which was to point out 
d Fand prepare that People to look and 
'Y | ong for the Meſiah, who would de- 
MY | BR. 


t(6) 
liver them from the ſervitude of 4 
Ceremonious and imperfect Diſpen 
ſation, by knowing the Realztzes 0 
thoſe Myſterious Repreſentations 1 
themſelves. In this time the Law| 
was written on Stone, the Temple 
built with Hands, attended with an 
Outward Prie#hood and External 
Rites and Ceremonies, that were 
Shadows of the Good Things that were 
#0 come, and were only to terve till the 
Seed came, or the more excellent and 
general manifeſtation of Chriſt, ro 
whom was the Promiſe, and to all 
Men only in him, in whom it was Yes 
and Amen, even Life from Death, 
Immortality and Eternal Life, 

This the Prophets foreſaw ; and 
comforted the believing Jews in the 
certainty of it ; which was the Top of 
the Moſaical Diſpenſation, and 
which ended in John's Miniſtry, the 
forerunner of the Meſ#ah, as Johns 
was finiſhed in him, the Fulneſs of 
all. And then God that at ſundry 
dais : Times 


Er S Wy + 


* 


# Times and in divers manners had 


fpoken to the Fathers by his Servants 
the Prophets, Spoke to Men by his 
Son Chriſt Feſus, Who is Heir of all 


| things; being the Goſpel-day, which 


is the Diipenlation of Soxſbip: Brings 
ing in thereby a nearer Teftament 
and a better hope; even the Begrn- 
zing of the Glory of the latter days, 
and of the Reſtitution of all things ; 
yea, the Reſtoration of the Kjngaonm 
unto Iſrael. 

Now the Spirit that was more 
ſparingly communicated in former 
Diſpenſations, began to be Poured 
forth upon all Fleſh, according to the 
Prophet Joel, and the Light that 
ſhined in Darkneſs, or but dimly before, 
the moſt gracious God cauſed to Shine 
out of Darknt [{s,and the Day-/tar began 
to ariſc in the Hearts of Behevers, 
giving unto them the knowledge of 
God in the Face (or Appearance) 


of his Son Chriſt Jeſus, 
Now 


(83) 
Now the Poor in Spirit, the Meek, 


"OV 


the true Mourners, the Hungry andWead 
Thir#y after Rizhteouſne(s, the Peace- Whe 
enakers, the Pure in Heart, the Merci-QElc 
faland Perſecated, came more eſpeci- anc 
ally in Remembranc- b-fore theLord, Nall. 


and were ſought our ind bleſſed by 
IſraePs True Shep'rerd. 01d Jeruſalem 
with her Chi'dren grew out of 
Date, and the New Jeruſalem into Re- 
queſt, the Mother of the Sons of 
the Goſpcl-Day, Wherefore no more 
at O/d Jeruſalem, nor at the Mountain 
of Samaria, will God be worſhipped 
above other places; for, behold, he 
15s, by his own Son, declared and 
preached a Spirit, and that he will 
be known as ſuch, and worſhipped 
in the Spirit and in the Truth! He 
will now come nearer than of ol 
time, and be will write his Law in the 
Hlecrt,and put his Fear aaa Spirit in the 
znward parts, according to his pro- 
miſe. Then Signs, Types and Sha- 
dows flew away, the Day having dil- 
covered 


of 
G! 
he 
b) 
P 
> 
l; 
{ 

C 

| 


(9) 
ek, Fovered their Inſufficiency in not 

ndFeaching to the inſide of the Cup, ro 

re» ſhe cleanſing of the Conſcience; and all 

c:- Elementary ſervices were expired in 

1 _ by him that is the ſubſtance of 
» Yall. 

y-E And tothis Great and Bleſſed End 

w of the Diſpenſation of the Son of 
f F God, did the Apoſtles Teſtifie, whom 

- E he hath choſen and anointed by his 

f Þ Spirit, to turn the Jews from their 
> © Prejudice and Superſtition, and the 

| & Gentiles from their Vanity and Ido» 

© hatry, to Chriſt's Light and Spirit that 

ſhined in them; thar they might be 

quickned from the Sins and Trelpaſles 
in which they were Dead, to ſerve 

the Living God in the Newze/s of the 

Spirit of Life, and walk as Children 

of the Life, and of the Day, even the 

Day of Holineſs : For ſuch put on 

Chriſt, the Light of the World, a»d 

make no more Proviſion for the Fleſh. 
to fulfil the Luſt thereof. So that the 

Light, Spirit and Grace that comes 


EW: by , | 


by Chriſt, and appear in Man, were 


= — _— —_ my oy 
Se” Fn Cod oe —_—_—_ IR 
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f 10) 


that divine Principle the Apoſtles mi 
niftred from, and turned Peoples 
Minds unto, and in which they ga- 
thered and built up the Churches of 
Chriſt in their Day. For which 
cauſe they adviſe them not to quench 
the Spirit, but to wait for the Spirit 
ani Speak by the Spirit, and Pray by the 
Sprrit, and Walk tn the Spirit too, as 
that which approved them the truly 
begotten Children of God ; Born not Þ 
of Fleſh and Bloo:,, or of the will of RK 
lan, bat of the will of God; by do- 
ing his will, and denying, their own ; 
by drinking of Chri/s Cup, and be- 
ing Baptized with his Baptiſm of 
Self-denial ; the Way and Path that 
all the Heirs of Lite have ever trod 
to Blefſedneſs. But alas! even in 
the Apoſtles Days, thole bright Stars 
of the fir/# Magnitude of the Golpel- 
Light, ſome Clouds, forcteliing an 
Eclipſe of this Primitive Glory, began 
to appear, and ſeyeral of them gave 
carly 


(11) 
arly Caution of it to the Chriſtians 
of their time, that even then there 
vas, and yet would be more and 
nore, a falling away from the Power 


of Godlineſs, and the Purity of that 


q piritual Diſpentation, by ſuch as 
” , {ought to make a fair ſhew in the Fleſh, 


but with whom the offence of the 
" ECrols ceaſed. Yer with this comforta- 
ble Concluſion, that they ſaw beyond 
| It a more glorious Time than ever to 
/ the rue Church. Their ſight was 
of Jerue, and what they foretold to the 

Churches, gathered by them 1n the 
Name and Power of Jeſus, came to 
*Wtopals: For Chriſtians degenerated 
oY =-pace into outlides,as Days and Meats, 
q and divers other Ceremonies. And 
F which was worle, they fell into Srrife 
1 


and Contention about them ; Separa= 
tio one from another, then Ezvying, 
and, as they had Fower, Per/ccating 
one another, to the ſhame and fcan- 
dal of their common Chriltianity, and 
and grievous ſtumbling and oitence 


of 


| (12) 
of the Heathen; among whom theſhot 
Lord had ſo long and ſo marvellouſlyfv; 
preſerved them. And having gotfer 
at laſt the Worldly Power iato theirſſn« 
Hands, by Kings and Emperors emy! 
bracing the Chriſtian ProfeſſionShe 
they changed, what they could, theffe 
Kingdom of Chriſt, which 5s not of Nt 
this Worla, into a Worldty Kingdomſor 
or at leaſt ſtiled the Worldly King-FC! 
dom that was in their Hands theÞPr 
Kingdom of Chriſt, and ſo they be- 
came Worladly, and not true Chriſtians, 
Then Humane Inventions and Novel: 
ties, both in Doctrine and Worſhip, 
crouded faſt into the Church; a Door 
being opened thereunto, by theſſa 
Grolsneſs and Carnality that appear- 
ed then among the generality of 
Chriſtians, who had long ſince lelt 
the Guidance of God's meek and heas 
venly Spirit, and given themlelyes 
up to Swperitition, Will-worſhip, and 
Voluntary Humility, And as Super- 
ſtition is Blizd lo it is Head and Furif6 


os ; for all muit ſtoop te its blind and 
bound- 


the 
fl 
Ul | 
IC! 
Mm 
on 


thefJe/us Chriſt ; But always under the _ 
 efNotion of Innovation, Herefie, Schiſm,*" 


;$or ſome ſuch plauſible Name. Though 


w&: & 

houndleſs Zeal or Periſh by it : Tz the 
lame of the Spirit, perſecuting the 
ery appearance of the Spirit of God 
others, and oppoſing that in others 
hich they reſiſted in themſelves,vis. 
he Light, Grace and Spzrit of the Lord 


hriſtianity allows of no Name or #- 
retence whatever , for perſecuting 
f any Man for Matters of meer Relt- 
gion, being in its very Nature, Meek, 
Gentle and Forbear ing ; and conlilts of 
Faith, Hope and Charity, which no 
*erſecutor can have wiulſt he remains 
1 Perſecutor-; in that a Man cannot 
believe well, or hope well, or have a 

haritable or Tender Regard to a- 


nother, whilſt he would violate his 
Mind, or perſecute his Body for mat. 
ters of - Faith or Worſhip towards lis 
God. 

Thus the Falſe Charch ſprang up, 


*Fand mounted the Chair. But _ 
= 


( 14 ) 
ſhe loſt her Nature, ſhe would needs 
keep her good Name of the Lamt”s. 
bride, the True Church and Mother of 
the Faithful: Conſtraining all to re- 
ceive her Mark, either in their Fore- 
head or Right Hand ; that 1s, pub- 
lickly or privately. But Indeed and 
in Truth ſhe was Myſtery Babylon, the 
Mother of Harlots, Mother of thoſe 
that, with all their ſhow and outſide 
of Religion, were adulterated and 
gone from the Spirit, Nature and Life 
of Chriſt, and grown Vain, Worldly, 
Ambitions, Covetous, Cruel, &c. which 
are the Fruits of the Fleſh and not of 
the Spirit. 

Now it was that the True Church 
fled into the Wilderneſs : Thar 15, 
trom Superſtition and Violence, to a 
Retired, Solitary and Log! y State; 
hidden, and as it were out of Sight of 
Men, thoug! not out of the World. 
Which ſhows that her wonted Vis 
ſibility was not Eſſentia/ to the being 
of a True Church inthe Judgment of 
Li1C 


-_ 
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the Holy Ghoſt; ſhe being,as truer 
Church mn the Wilderneſs, ho? not . as 
U;{ible and Luſtrious, as when ſhe was 
;n her former Splendor of Profeſſion. 
« Wn this State many Attempts She made 
0. return, but the Waters were, yet 
oo High, and her way blocked up,and 
many of her excellent Children, in ſe- 
= {36a and Centuries, fell by 
he: Cruelty of Superſtition , becauſe 
they would not fall from their Faith- 

fulnzſs to the Trurh. | 
The laſt Age did ſet ſome ſteps to- 
rards it, both as to Doctrine, Wor. 
pare Practice. But Practice quick» 
y failed ; for Wickednels flowing in a 
ittle time, as well among the Pro» 
efors of the Reformation - as thoſe 
hey reformed from ; fo that by the 
; Fruits of Converſation they were not 
"Fo bediſtinguiſhed. And the Chil- 
. Wren of - =, jmeaa2 if not the Res 
ormers themſelves, betook -them- 
elves, Very yt Earthly Policy and 
"over, to uphold and: carry on ris 
Re 
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ſtry , ſo thatthey were more Srri# 
19 Preaching , Devout in Praying, 
and Aralows, tor! keeping the Lord 
Day,, and Catechizing of. Children 
2rd Servants, ang Repea's :g at Home 
1n;their Families what', they (had 
heard-:in publick;! ' But even astheſe 
grew into Power, they were not only 
jor Whippime lome out, but others 10- 
to, the] emple : And they appeared 
Rigid in their Spirits, rather than Sc 
vere in their 1] ves, . af ore for 4 
Party than for Piety, Which brough 
tarth anarher People, that were yt 
more retired and ſele&t; 

, They would not communicate at 
Jar or in {common With otheis 
but. fonmed Churches among tl o 
flves of ſuch as could give ſome As 
count: of xlieir Conyerſion ; at leaf, 
of very promiling experiences of th 
Worl: of God's Grace upon - thet 
Hearts; ,,and under. mutual Agre 
meuts and. Covenants of  Fellov 
ſhip, they kept together.. The 
Peopl 
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People! were fomewhat of a Softer 
Temper, and ſeemed rb recommend 
Religion by the/Charms of, 1ts Love, 
Mercy and\Gooareſs, rather than by the 
Terrours of its Fudaments and Puniſh- 
ment ; by which the former Party 
would have 'awed People: into *Re- 
—_- 5: | 

Fhey alſo 'allowed greater liberty 
to Prophecy' than thoſe before them; 
for they admitred any Member to Speak 
or Pray, as well as their Paſtor, whom 
they always Choſe, and not the Civil 
Magiſtrate.” Tf ſuch found any'thing 
preſſing upon them to either Duty, 
even without the DiſtiniFion of Cler- 
gy or Laity, Perſons of {any Trae Fe 
their Liberty, be it never fo Low and 
Mechanical. -But alas ! - even theſe- 
People fuftereÞpreat lofs : For tafting 
of World!y Empire, and; the favour ot 
Princes, and the Gain that enſued, 
' they degenerated bur too much. For 
though they had cried down National 
Churches and Miniftry, and Mainte-« 

B 3 nance 
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nance too; fome of, them, when iti 
was their ownjrurnto be.;:I'ryed, fel: 
under the; Weightzof Worldly Ho-ſot 
nour and Advantage, got into profi-fL 
table Paricnages too;much, and out-f]. 
Hued: and comtragifted their own Prin 
ciples.: And,. which. was yet worſe, lb 
rurncd, forme of them, abſolute. Per-Wp 

v 

$ 

t 


Jeeutors, of ather Men for, God's Sake, 
that but fo lately came themſelves 
out of t::e Furnace ; which drove 
many, a ſtep farther, and that wasÞt 
mnto the, Water : Another. Baptiſmn, as 
believing they. were not Secripturall ht 
"1 pg. ; and hoping to find that 
Preferce and Powrer of God in ſub-Rt 
Nuytring to this Watery Ordinance, N* 
wh:ch they delired and wanted, | 
.- Thele , People made alſo. Profeſ- 
ſon of Neglecting , - tf not Renoun- 
ing and Cenſuring,.not only the: Ne- 
celhity, bur Uſe ot all Humane Learn- 
.ing as to the Miniſtry ; andall other 
t Qualifications to. it, 'beſides the Helps 
and Gifts of the Spirit of Goa, and 
| | 5 thoſe 
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hoſe natural and common. to Men; 


felfÞand for a time they teemed like Jobs: 
Hoof Old, 'a_ Burning and a Shinng 


ofi-fLight to other Socitties, 
tel. 
in-and Seriogs-; 'iſtrong;in Scripture,.and, 


11» 
ie, 
fer 


ke, 


They were, very. '{2:/igent , | Plain 
bold in'Profeffion ; bearing muci1 Rex 
proach and Contradiction.  But,that 
which others j-{ by, proved their 
Snare. For worldly Power tpoiled 
them too ; who had enough of 1t tg 
try them what they-would do it they 
had had. more\:., Ang they: reftes alſo 
too mach pon thew Watry Dilpenſas 
tion, inftead of pathng onmore full 
to that of the: Fire and. Holy. Groſt, 
which was his Baptiſm, , who came 
with a Far 14 is Hand, the height, 
throughtly '( and not; in part only?) 
purge lits Flags; 8114 thkeaviy the Dro;s 
avd:the ['in of his |Peoplc, and makega 
Man finer than Go!d. 'Withal,, they 
grew High, Rowgh and Sel/-righteons : 
oppoſing. turther atraznment : ; -I 09 
much forgetting the; Day of their th 
7 B 4 fancy 
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fhey and' Littlenefs, - which” pave 
them ſomething of a' real Beaury 
in ſo much that many left them and 
all viſible Churches and Societies, and 
Wandredup and down, as Sheep with. 
out a Shepterd, and as Doves without 
their Mates; ſeeking their - Beloved 
But could not find Him! ( as their 
Souls defired to know Him ) whom 
their Souls loved above their chiefeſt 

ſoy. 

| Theſe People were called Seekers by 
ſome, and the Family of ' Love by 
others ; | becauſe, as they came tothe 
knowledge - of one another , they 
fometimes met- together , not for- 
mally to Pray or Preach at appoint- 
ed. Times or. Places, in their owt 
Wills, as' in Times paſt they were 
accuſtomed to do ; but waited toge- 
ther- in Silence, . and as'any* thing roſe 
in any-one of their Minds that they 
thought Savoured of a D:v1ze Spring, 
they ſometimes Spoke, 'Bur ſoit was 
that ſome of thent not;keeping in Hu- 
| mulity 
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I mility and in' the Fear of God, aſter 
the Abundance” of Reyelation, were 
exalted above Meaſure”; and for want 
of ſtaying their, Minds in an humble 
4. Dependance upon Him 'that opened 
their” Underſtandings to ſee great 
things in his Law, they ran out in-their 
own Imaginations, and mixing then 
om with thoſe Divine Openings, brotighr 
e6f forth a Monſtrons Birth, to the Scan- 
dal of thoſe that feared. God, anc 
by} waited daily. in' the "Temple, not 
by made with Hands," for the Conſo- 
hel lation of T/ra?/; the Tew izward, and 
ey} Circumcifton in Spirir. 
Ys This People obtaihed the Name of 
at: Ranters from their extravagant Diſe 
vi} courfes and Praftices, ' For they jm 
ref terptcted © Chriſt's fulfilling of the 
ef Law -forus, to bes diſcharging of 
fe Þ vS from any:Obligation and Dury tle 
ey Law required of 'Us;,- initead of the 
g, | Condemnation'of the Law for. fins 
as | Paſt,upon Faith and Repentauce; 4nd 
that -ao"it was ns Sur to Uo rhiaf 
5 Wiiich 


Q 24 
which 6efore it was a Sin to commitY, 
the Tayiſh Fear of the Law being tafft 
ken off by Chriſt, and all thing 
good that Man did, if he did but ddl; 
them with the Mind and Perſwaſioſ] 
that it. was fo. _;Inſomuch. that. d; 
vers fell into Grols and. Enormoy 
PraQtices ; pretending in excuſe ther 
of, "that rhey could.,; without Evi 
commit the ſame Act which was. Si 
in another to do; | thereby diſtir 
_ guiſhing between the Aion and the 
* Evil Wa it , by the Dyrectiov of the 
Mind and Interitjzon. in the- doing 0 
it © Which was to make Sin ſuper 
abound by the abound:ngs of Graz 
and to turn from the, Grace of Go 
into Warntonneſs; a ſecurer way 0 
" Sinning than before: As. if Chri 
"tame not to ſave vs from our S1n 
"Sr 7; our Sins;.. not to take awa} 
"Sia, but, that we might. Sin mr 
_ jreth at his Colt, and with lets Dan: 
. Fer to our ſelves, I fay,, this en- 
. irared JIVEFS , and., brought Oo 
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| (251 
mitFto an utter and lamentable Loſs as 
8 tafto their_Eternal' State ; and they 
hing grew very troubletome to the bet- 
ut df ter fort of People, and Furnulhed the 
af} WM Looſer with an occafion* to Pro» 
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Of the Riſe of this People, thei 


Fundamental Principle, an 
Doctrine, . and Practice , mn 
# welve Points reſulting fro 
it : - Tkeir Progreſs and Suf 
ferings :- An Expoſtulation 
with England thereupon, 
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!T was about that very time, asy0 
- may fee in G. F's Annals, that 
the Eternal, Wiſe, and Good, God 
was pleaſed, in-his Infinite Love tc 
Honour and Viſtt this bexighted. and 
beyilared Nation, with his. Glorious 
Day-ſpring from-on High ; yea with a 
oſt ſure and * certain . ſound ' of the 
Word of. Light and. Lite, through 
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ec ts G 
the Teſtimony of a Choſen Veſſel, to 
an effetual and bleffed purpoſe, 'can 

| many thoufands fay, Glory be to the 
Name of the Lord for ever. 
For i as it- reached 'the | Conſcr- 
ence; aid broke the' Heart, and 
brought «many to a Senſe and Search, 
fg that which'People had been vainly 
ſeeking Without, with mucly Pains . 
and Coft, they by this Miniſtry, found 
-Within,, where it' was they wanted 
what they fought for, »#z. The right 
way to Peace with God,” For they were + 
direfted to the Tight'of Jeſus Chriſt: 
within them, as the Seed and Lexvey of 
the Kingdom of God ; Near All, be-. 
cauſe uw All, and/Gods Talent to All. . 
A- Faithful and *True Witneſs; and © 
. Tuſt» Monitor i every Boſom.. The 
Gift:and Grace of God to Life and $71. . 
- vation; that-appears to All, though 
few regard it. This, the 'Traditional * 
Chrittian, - conceited of himſelf,” and 
: ftrong-in his own Will and; Righte. 
- oulnels,andtovercame with /ind'Zya!: 


* 
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{ and Paſſion, cither deſpiſed as a Low 
and Commer thing,' or oppoſed as a 
Novelty, under many hard Names, 
and Prog SMY, Jenying wr, 
pnorant and a Mind, any fre 
Manifeſtation & Gods pony ol 
Spiritin Man, in theſe days, though 
never more needed.to make true Chri- 
ſtians, Not unlike thoſe Jews of Old, 
that rejected the Son of God, at' the 
very {ame time that they blindly pro- 
fefſed to wait for the Meſſiah to cone; 
.becaulc, alas, he appeared. not among 
them according to their Carnal Mind 
and ExpeQtation. | | 
This brought forth many abuſive 
Books, which filled the greater ſort 
with Ezzy, and lefler with ;Rage ; 
and made: the way. and- progreſs; of 
this Blefſed-Tcitimony. Strageht and 
Narrow: indeed to: thoſe that:;recei- 
ved. it. However, God owned his 
own Work, and this Teſtimony [did 
 effeftually Reach, Gather , Comfort 
_ and Eſtabliſh the Wewy and Heavy 
Laden, 


(29) ) 
Laden, the Hangs and Thirſty, the 
Poor and Needy, the Mourafal, and 
Sick of many Maladies, that had ſpent 
all upon Phyſicians of no Value, and 
waited for Relief from > Heaven:; 
Help only from above : Seeing; upon 
a ferious T'ryal of all things, nothing 
elſe would. do: bur ' Cryſt  Hingſoft ; 
the Light af| his Countenance,, a Toneh 
þ his Garment, and Help from bs 
and; who cared the poor Wornans 
Iſſue, raiſed the Centurion's Servant, 
the Widow?s Son; the Ruler's Daugh- 
ter, and,Py#«r's Mother ': And like 
Her, 'they-no; {aoner felt; his Power 
and Efficacy upon their Souls, but 
they. gave up to obey hum in a 7 eſte 
mony © his kt ; £9 that with 
reſigned Wills; and- faithfel Hearts, 
ey hall Mockzngs, arſon, 
Confiſcations, Beatings, Priſons, \ahd 
many- other J-oparaies thar attended 
them for his 5Jefled Name%'Sake. 7 
And traly they were very many 
- and very Great; {o. that -in all Hy 
mane 
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TS mine Probability they myſt haye 
been ſwallowed up Quick of | the 
Proud and' Boifterons Waves: that 
ſwelled and'beat againſt them, but 
that the God of all their tender Mer- 
cies was-witht ther int his. Glorious 
Authority ;'' ſo that» the: Hills' often 
Fed, and\' the Mountains Melted be- 
fore. the” Power that filled rhenr; 
working mightily for them as well as 
in them, one ever following the other, 
By which-they ſaw plainly,” to their 
exceeding: great ' Confirmation and 
- Comfort, that «ll things were poſſible 
with'him with whom they{had to do, 
And that: the moreithat whieh 'Go 
- required feemed to erofs' Maris W- 
\ dom;and cxpoſe.therm-to Mans/wrath, 
the more God appeared to help:and 
- carry... them through all .c0- his 
', Glory: + | he PR vu 
\-inſomnch that-if ever any Peb- 
ple could fay -in truth,” Thou art our 
Sun and our Shitldy our Roth and San- 
Htury ; and by theeaue: have leaped over 
- 
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«Wall, and by thee we have ran through 
4 Troop, and by thee we have put the Ar- 
mies of the Aliens to flight, theſe Peo- 
ple had Right to ſay it. And as God , 
had delivered their Souls of the wea- 
riſom Burrhensof Sin and Vanity,and 
enriched their poverty of Spirit, and 


"FE fatisfied their - great Hunger and 


Thirſt after Eternal Righteouſnels, 
and filled them with the Good Things 
of his own Houſe, and; made tliem 
Stewards of his Manifold Gifts; ſo they 
went forth: to all: Quarters of theſe 
Nations, to declare to the Inhabitants 
thereof, what God had done for them 3 
what they had found; and where and 
how they had found it, viz. The way 
to Peace with God : Toviting all to 
come, and ſee, and taſte,- for them- 
ſelves, the Truth. of what they De-- 
clared unto them. ; 

And as their Teſtimony was to the 
Principle of God in Maa, the Precious 
Pearl and Leaven' of the Kjngaom, as 


the only bleſſed means appointed! of 
| God,, 
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God, to Quicken, Convirice and Sans 
etifie Man ; fo they opened. to: them 
what it was.in it ſelf; and what it was 
given tothem for : How they miglit 
know it from their own Spirit, .and 
that of the Subtile Appearance of the 
Evil one : And what it would do far 
all thoſe whoſe Minds ſhould be turns 
ed off from rhe Vanity of the World 
and its Lifeleſs Ways and Teachers, 
and adhere to this bleſſed Light in 
themiclves, which diſcovers and con: 
demns Sin in all its appearances, and 
ſhows how to vvercome- it, 1f minded 
and obeyed in.its holy Manifeſtations 
and Convictions: Giving Power to 
ſuch to Awoid and R+{i/t thote things 
that do - not. pleaſe God, . and ta 
grow ſtroag.in Love, Faith, and Good 
Works. That fo Man, whom Sin 
hath made as a W:ldzrneſs,: over-run 
with” Briars'and Thorns, might. be- 
come as the Gardex of God, cultiva- 
ted by his divine Power, and: reple- 
niſht with the moſt V —_— and 

| Cau- 
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Beantiful Plants of God's own Right 
Hand Planting, to his Eternal Praule, 

But theſe Experimental Preachers 
of Glad Tydings of God's Truth and 
Kingdom, could not run when they 
Liſt, or Pray or Preacl: when they 
Pleated, Bat as Chriſt their Reazemer 
prepared and moved them by his own 
Bleſſed Spirit, for which they waited 
in their-Services and Mectings, and 
Spoke 4s that gave them HIBEY ANCE } 
and which was as thoſe having Au- 
thority, and rot like the Dreamin 
Dry and Formal Phariſees. And fo 
it plainly appeared to the {erious Min- 
ded, whoſe Spiritual Eye the Lord 
Jeſus had in any meaſure opeged : So 
that to.one was given the Word of 
Exhortation, to another the Waxd 
of Reproof, to another the Word of 
Conſolation, | and all by the ſame Spt- 
rit;and in the goood Order thereof, to 
the - Convincing and Edifying of 
many. 

And: truly they. waxed Strong and 
Bold 


( 34) 
Bold through Faithfulneſs ; and by 
the Power and Spirit of the Lord Je 
fus became very Fruitful ; thouſands 
m a ſhort time; being turned to the 
Truth in the inward parts, through 
their Teſtimony, in Miftry and Suf 
ferinzs : Tnſomuch as in molt Coun 
ties, and many of the conſiderable 
Towns of Ezzlavd , Meetings wereff. 
ſettled, and daily there were added 
ſuch as ſhould be ſaved. For they 
were Dilizent to Plant and to Water 
and the Lord bleſſed their: Labour 
with an- Exceeding great - Increaſe 
notwithſtanding all the oppoſition 
made to their bleſſed Progrelſs,by. fal/ 
Rumors, Calumnies and bitter Per 
fſecutions ; not only from the Powers 
of the Earth, but from every on: 
that liſted to injure and abuſe them 
So that they ſeemed indeed to- be : 
(poor Sheep appointed to thei Slaughter 
and as a People killed all the Day lbug. 

It were fitter for a Volume. than: 
_ Preface, but ſo mich as con 
the 
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the Contents of their cruel Sufterings 
from Profeſſors as well as from Pro- 
ane, and from Magiſtrates as well 
Jas the Rabble:; That it may be faid 
ug'l of this abuſed and deſpiſed People, 
Suf they went forth Weeping and ſowed in 
| Zears, bearing 'Teſtimony tothe Pre- 
FE cious Seed, even the Szed of the Kijng- 
dom, which ſtands not.in Words ; the 
Fineſt the Higheſt that Man's Wit 
can uſe, but in Power : The Power 
of Chriſt Jeſus, to whom God the 
Father hath given al Power in Heaven 
and in Earth, that he might rule 4#- 
gels above, and Men below. Who 
impowred them, as their Work wit- 
neflcth, by the many that were #4rz- 
ed,through their Miniſtry, from Dark- 
aeſs to the Light, and out of the Broad 
into the Narrow Way of Life and 
Peace; bringing People to a Weighty, 
Scrious and God-like Converſation ; 
the Practice of that Doctrine which 


G they Taught,e | 
” And as without this Secret Divine 


Power 
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Power there 1s no Quickening/ and} fc 


Regenerating of dead Souls, fo the 
want of this Generating and Begett- 
iz Power and Life, is the Cauſe of 
the little Fruit that the many Mini- 
ſtries that have been and are m'the 
World, bring forth. O that both Mi 
niſters and People were ſenſible of 
this! My Soul is often troubled for 
them, and Sorrow and Mournin 
Compaſs me- about for their Sakes, 
O that they were wiſe! O that they 
would conſider, and lay to Heart the 
things that truly and ſubſtanrially 
make for thei; laſting Peace ! 

Two things are to be conſidered, 
the Do#rire they Taught, and the 
Example they led among all People,” I 
have already touciht upon their Fn- 
damental Principle, which is as the 
Corner ſtone of their Fabrick : And in- 
deed tg ſpeak eminently and properly 
their Charadteriſtick, or main diitin- 
guiſhing Pont or Princaple, viz. the 
Lioht of Chriſt within, as God's on 
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for Man's Salvation. 'FhisT fay, is as 
the Root of the goodly Tree of Do» 
@rines that grew and branched out 
from-it, which I ſhall now mention 
in their Natural and - Experimental 
Order. 

Firſt, Repentanie from dead Works 
to ferve the Livin? God, Winich come 
prehends three Operations, Firſt a 
freht of Sin. - Secondly, A Sexce and 
Godly Sorrow for Sin. Thirdly, An 
Amendment for the Time to come. 
This was the Repentance they prea» 
ched and preſſed; and a Natural fe- 
ſult from the Principle they turned all 
People unto. For of Light eame Sz2hr; 
and. of Sight came Sexſe and Sorrow; 
and of Senle and Sorrow,came Amena> 
ment of Life, Winch Dorine of Res 
pentance leads to Ja ification ; that 
is, Forgiveneſs of the Sins that are paſt, 
thro:zgh Chriſt th: alone Propitiation, 
ana the Santtification or Purgation of 
the Sl, from the defiling Nature 
and Habits ot Sin, Preſent by the 
Spirit 
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Spirit of "Chriſt in the Soul. Whic 
is Juſtification ih the compleat Senle of 
that Word : Comprehending both Ju 
ſtification from the Gur of the Sing 
that:are paſt, as if they had neve 
been committed, through the, Love 
and Mercy of God in Chriſt Jeſus 
and the Creatures being made izwardſit 
ty juſt through the Cleanſing and San 
_ &ifying Power and Spirit of Chriſt re} 
vealed in the Soul; which is ,.com» 
monly called Sanification. But that 
none can-come to know Chriſt tobe 
their Sacrifice that Reject him as 
their SanQtifier. The End of his com- 
ing being to ſave his People from the 
Nature and Defilement, as well as 
Guilt of Sin ; and that therefore thoſe 
that reſiſt his Light and Spirit, make 
his coming an offering of none ettcct 
to them. 
From hence ſprang a. Second Do- 
Arine they were led to declare, as the 
Mark of the Price of the High Calling to 


all true Chriſtians, viz. Perfection frym 
S/n, 
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hichRS:2, according to the Scriptures of 
ſe offi ruch ; which teſtifie it to be. the 
| Ju$E- of Chrilt's coming and the Na- 
Sing4re of his Kingdom, and for which 
verſhis Spirit wasand is given, viz. to be 
oveſPerfct as our Heavenly Father is Per- 
us #7, aud Holy becauſe God is Holy, And 
:r& his the Apoltles laboured - for, That 
rare Chriſtians ſhould be Sanitified Ty0- 
row-out i Boay, Sou! and Spirit, But 
hey never held a Perfection 1n Wife 
dom and Glory in this Life, or front 
Natural Infirmities, or Death, as ſome 
asFhave, with a weak or ill mind, imas 
m-{gined and infinuated againſt then, 
hell Tas they called a Redeemed State, 
asFRegeneration, or the New-Birth : 
le Teaching every where, according to 
keſitheir Foundation, that without this 
:(tE Work were known, there was no in« 
heriting the Kingdom of God. 
Thirdly, This lcads toan acknow. 
legrment of Eternal Rewards and Pu- 
ninments, as they have good Reaſon 
tor elſe, of all People, certainly __ 
C mu 
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muſt be the mot Meſerablo; Who, fort... 
above” Forty Years, have been exceed. 
ing great Sufferers for their Profeſſion; 
and, in {ome Caſes, treated morſe 
than the m9r/# of Men ; yea, as the 
Refaje and Off=-/cowerias of all things, 

Tis was the Parport of their Do- 
ctrineand Miniſtry ; which, for the 
moſt part, is what other Profeſ-Þ 
fors of Chriſtianity pretend to hold in 
Words and Forms, but not in the 
Power of Godlineſs; which, general- 
Iy ſpeaking, has- been long folt by 
Mens departing from that Pr/#ciple 
and S-ef of L:#fe that is in Man, and 
which Man has not regarded, b& loſt 
the Senſe of ; and inand by which le 
can ozly be quickned*in his Mind to 
ſerve the living God in Newne/s of 
Life... For as the Life of Religion 
was loſt, and the generality lived and 
Worſhiped God atrer their own Wills, 
and not after the Will of God, gr 
the mind of Chriſt, which ſtood in 
the Works and Fruits of the oy Sp 


rit ; 
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7it; (Oo that which they preſt, was 
2t Notion but . Experience; no -For- 
- @pnality but Godlineſs ; as being ſen(i- 
/Þpicin themſelves, through the Work 
ff God's Righteous Judgments, that 
5% Brithout Holineſs no Man ſhoald ever 
Be the Lord, with Comfort, 
he Beſides theſe General DoCtrines, 
as the larger Branches, there ſprang 
forth ſeveral particul,r Doctrines, that 
" Wdid exemplifie and further explain the 
al-FTruth and Efficacy of the General Do- 
1}, (Erine before obſerved, in their Lives 
'" Band Examples. As, 
a I. Gommunton, ana loving one ano- 
"her. This is a noted Mark in the 
Mouth of all ſorts of People concern- 
ag them. They will meet, 1hiy will 
of . 4 7 
elp and ſtick one 30 another, Whence 
t is common to hear fome'ſay, «Look 
ow the Quakers love and take care of one 
other, Others, leſs Moderate, will 
ay; The Quakers love none but them- 
elves ; And if /2ving one another and 
wing an [2tiz22te Corn 44704 1 Res 
L 2 Iivion, 
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ligion, and conſtant care to meet to 
Worſhip God, and help one another, 
beany Mark of Primitive Chriſtiani 
ty, they had it, Bleſſed be the Lord, 
1n an ample manner, 

TI. To love Enemies, This they 
both Taught and Pra7iſed, Por 
they did not only refuſe to be reven. 
ged for Injuries done them, and con» 
demned it as of an Unchriſtian Spiri 
bunt they did freely Forgive; yea, Help 
and Relieve thoſe that had been Cruel 
to them, when it was in their Pow: 
er to have been even with them: O 
wlach many and fingular Inftapces 
might be given ;: Endeavouring, 
through Faith and Patience, to over- 
come all Injuſtice and Oppreſſion, and 
Preaching this Doctrine as Chriſtian 
for others to follow. 

HI Another was, The Sufficiency 6 
Truth ſp:aking, according to Chriſt's 
own form of ſound Words, of Te, 
Tea, and Nay, Nay, among Chriſtians, 
without Swearing ; both from Chriſt's 
expreſs 
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expreſs Prohibition to Swear at all, 
Mat.5. and for that they being un» 
"der the Tye and Bond of Truth in 
themſclves, there was no neceſſity fog- 4 4 
an Oath; and it would be a Reproagtt 338 
to their Chriſtian Veracity to aſſure" 
their Truth by fuch an Extraordinary : : 
way of Speaking ; fimple and uncom- 
pourided Anſwers, as Tea and Nay, 
(without Aſeverations, Atteſtations, 
or Supernatural Vouchers) being moſt 
ſuitable to Evangelical Righteouſneſs, 
But offering at the ſame time to be 
puniſht to the full, for Falſe-ſpeak- 
ing, as others for Perjury, if ever 
Guilty of it : And hereby they exclude 
with all True, all Falſe and Pro- 
pbane Swearing ; for which the Land 
did and doth Mowrn, and the great 
God was and is not alittle offended 
with it. 
* IV. Not Fighting but Suffering, is 
another "Teſtimony peculiar to this 
People : They affirm that Chriſtiani- 
ty teacheth People To beat their 
C 3  Sworas 
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Swords into Plough-Shares , and thelff for 
Spears into Pruning-Hooks, and mW t\ic 
learn War no more, that ſo the Wo Cl 
may lie down with the Lamb, and thi F: 
L'on with the-Calf, and nothing thilff pe 
deſtroys be entertained in the Hearts off g: 
People: Exhorting them to employſ w 
their Zeal againft Six, and turn then {; 

n 
/ 
tf 
{ 
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Anger againſt Satan, and no longer 
war one againſt another ; becauſe a 
Wars and Fightings come of Mens onn 
Flearts Laſts, according to the Ap0- 
ſtle James, and not of the Meck Spi 
rit of Chriſt Jetus, who is Cptain of 
another Warfare, and which is carried 
on with other Weapons, Thus as Truth 
ſpeakrng ſucceeded Swearing, 1o Faith 
and Patience ſucceeded Fighting, 10 
the DoCtrine and PraQtice of this Pec- 
ple. Nor ought they for this to be 
obnoxious to Civil Government, ſince 
if they cannot Fight for it, neither can 
they fight againſt it , which is.no mean 
Security to any State, Nor is 1t rea- 
. ſonable that People ſhould be blany 
or 
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T for not doing more for others tho" 
Wtlicy can do for themſelves. And, 
Chriſtianity ſet aſide, if the Coſts and 
Fruits of War were well conlidered, 
Peace, with all its Inconvenicncies, 1s 
generally Preferable, But tho? they 
were not for Fighting, they were for 
ſubmitting to Government ; and thar, 
not only for Fear, but for Conſcience- 
ſake; where Government doth not in» 
"mJ tertere with Conſcience : Believing it 
0 to bean Ordinance of God, and where 
pr it 15 'uſtly adminiſtred, a great Bene» 
of fit to Mankind. 'Tho' it has been 
ed their Lot, through b/izd Zeal in ſome, 
bY and Intereſt in others, to have felt the 
"ll Strokes of it with greater Weight and 
0F Rigour than any other Perſwalion in 
8 this 'Age 5 whilitthey, of all others, 
FF Religion ict aſide, have given the Ci- 
p 
J 
| 


vil Magiſtrate the leaſt occaſion of 
Trouble in the Diſcharge of his 
Office. p 


V. Another part of the CharaQer | 


of this People was, and is, They refwfe 
C4 £9 


' 


(46) 
0 pay Tythes, or Maintenance to a Na 
tional Minijlry; and that for two 
Reaſons: 'The one is, "They belicye 
all compelled Maintenance, even to 
Goſpel Miniſters, to be Unlawful, be- 
caule expreſly contrary to Chriſt's 
Command, who faid, Freely you have 
recetved, freely give : At lea(t, that the 
Maintenance of Goſpel Miniſters 
ſhould be free and not forced. The 
other Reaſon of their Refuſal is, Be- 
cauſe thoſe Miniſters are not Go- 
ſpel Ones, 1n that the Holy Ghoſt js 
not their Foundation , but Humane 
Arts and Parts. Sothat it is not mat- 
ter of Humour or Sullenneſs, but Pure 
Conſcience towards God , that they 
cannot help to ſupport National Mt- 
niſtries where they dwell, which are 
but too much and too viſibly become 
waysof Worldly Advantage and Pre- 
ferment. 

VI. Not to Reſpedt Perſons , was 
and is another of their Dottrines and 
PraQtices, for which they were often 
Buf- 


hs 
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Ve Byffeited and Abuſed, Tlhcy Affirms 
wolf ed ic to be ſinful to give _— — 
Tits, or to uſe Vain Geſtures an 
Complements of Reſpect. Tho” to 
Vertuc and Authorrty they ever mare 
Us « Difference ; but after their Plain and 
| Hwmely Manner, yet ſincere and fub- 
heſſ ſtantial way : Weil remembering the 
rs Examples of Moradecat and Elihu; 
ef but more eſpecially the Command of 
e- | their Lord and Maſter Jeſus Chrilt, 
who forbad his Followers tocall Mem: 
Rabii, which implies Lord or Malter; 
allo the faſhionable Grettings and Sa» 
latations of thoſe Times; that fo 
Self-love and Honour, to which the 
proud Mind of Man is incident, irx 
his fallen Eſtate, might not be Indul- 
© © ged but Rebuked. And tho this ren- 
. F dei'd their Converſation difagreeable, 
- | yct they that will remember what 

Chrilt fail to the Jews, How cam ye be- 
) lieve tz me who receive honour one of 
another, will abate of their refent- 
ment, 1+ his Lo:trine has any Credit 
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VI. Theyalfo ufed the Plain Lan. 
guage of Thou and Thee, to a ſing 
Perton, whatever was his Degfee x 
mong Men. And indeed the Wib 
dom of God was much ſecn in bring. 
ing forth this People in fo Plain an 
Appearance. For it was a Cloje andfl x 
Diſtingaiſhing Tej? upon the Spirits # 
of thoſe they came among ; ſhewingÞh & 
their Inſides and what ——— \ 
notwithſtanding their High and Great * 
Profeſſion of Religion. *Flis amongÞll 
the reſt, ſounded ſo harſh to many 
of them, and they took it ſo ill, that. 
they wouly ſay, Thou 732, 1 hou my 
Dog! If thou Thoueſt me, Pl thou thy 
Teeth down thy Throat, forgetting, the 
Language they wſe to God m their own 
Prayers, and the common Stile of the 
Scriptures, and that it is an abſolute 
and eſſential Propriety of Speech. And 
what good alas, had their Religion 
done them , who were: ſo. ſen{ibly 
toucht with Indignation for the ule 
of this P/2/z, Hoxeft and True Speech ? 
VILE 
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VII. They recommended S/ence 
by ,their Example, having very few 
words upon all Occafions. They 
were at a Word in Dealing: Nor 
could their Cuſtomers many Words 
temyt them from it ; having more 
reeard for Truth .than Cuitom, to 
Example than Gain, They ſought 
Solituge ; but when in Company,they 
would neither uſe nor willingly hear 
Unneceſſary as well as Unlawful Dit 
courſes : Whereby they preſerved 
their Minds pare 474 una:fturbed from 
unprofitable Thoughts and Diverſi- 
ons. Nor could they humour the 
Cuſtom of Good Nievt, Good Morrow, 
<arsr- owl for th ey knew the Night 
was Good), and the Day was Good, 
without withing of cirher ; and that 
in the other Expreſſion, the Holy 
Name of God was too lightly and 
unthinkingly uſed, and therefore ta- 
ken in vain. Belides they were words 
rnd wiſhes of courſe, and are uſually 
as little meant, as are love and levice 
| Lk 
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m the cuſtom of Cap and Knee ; and 
{ſuperfluity m thoſe as well as fn other 
things was burthenſome tathem ; and 
therefore they did nor only decline to 
uſe them, but found themiclves often 
preſgd to reprove the Practice. 

VIII. For the fame reaſon they 
forbore Drinking to People, or Pledging 
af them, as the manner of the World 
ws : A PraQtice that is not only. Unne- 
ceſſary, but they thought Evil in the 
1 endencies of it ; being a Provocat ion to 
Drink more than did People good, as 
well as thatit was in it ſelf /Vain and 
Heat heniſh. 

TX. Their way of Marriage 1s pc 
euliar tothem ; and ſhews a diſtingui- 
thingcareaboveother Socictics protel- 
ing Chriſtianity. They ſay that Mar: 
riage is ay Ordinance of God, and that 
God only can rightly joyn Man and Wo- 
man in Marriage, Therefore they ule 
neither Piet nor Magiſtrate but the 
Man and Woman concern'd,take each 
other as Husband and Wife, in. th? 
Pb 
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preſence of divers credible Witneffes, 
promiſing unto each other withGods ff 
ance, to'be Loving and Faithful in that 
Relation till Death ſhall ſeparate them, 
But antecedent to this, they firſt pre+ 
{ent themlielves to the Monthly Meet- 
7 ine for the Aﬀairs of the Church 
nm where,they reiide; there declaring # 
dF their intentions to take one another as 
nee FEimband and Wife, if the ſaid Meet- © 
hel ing have nothing material to obje&t a= 
tl gainſtit. They are conſtantly ask*'d 
as the neceſſary Queſtions, as in Caſe of , 
1d Parzzts or Guardians, if they have ac» 
quainted them with their Intention, 
- | and have their Conſent, &'c. The Me- 
u- thod of the Meeting is, to takea Mi- 
:-K nute thereof, and to appoint proper 
r- Perſons to eaquire of their Conyerſa- 
a KW tion and Clearneſs from all others,and 
whether they have diſcharged thei 
Duty to their Parents or Guardians; 
and make report thereof to the next 
Monthly Meeting, whexe the ſame Par- 
ties are deſired to give their Atten» 
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dance. In caſe it appears they have 
proceeded Orderly, the Meeting Paſ- 
ſes their Propoſal, and ſo Recoras it 
in their Meeting Book. And in cafe 
the Woman be a Widow and hath 
Children, due care 1s there taken that 
Proviſion alſo be made by her for the 
Orphans before the Meeting vats the 
Propoſals of Marriage : Adviſing the 
Parties concerned to appoint a con- 
venient Time and Place, and to give 
fitting Notice to their Relations, 
and ſuch Friends and Nzighbours, as 
they delire ſhould be the Witneſſes 


of their Marriage. Wherethey take 


one another by the Hand, and by 
Name , promiſe Reciprocally Love 
and Fidelity, after the manner before 
expreſſed, Ofall which Proceedings, 
a Narrative, in a'way of Certificate, 
Fs made, to which the ſaid Parties 
firſt ſet theiy Hands, thereby making 
-1t their At and Deed; and then 
divers of thc Relations, Spectators, 
 _.and Auditors f{ct tlieir Names as Wit- 
neffes of what tliey Said and Signed, 


- 


And 
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And this Certificate is afterward 
Regijtred in the Record belonging to 
the Meeting where the Marriage is 
Solemnized. Which regular Me- 
thod has been, as it deſerves, adjudged 
in Courts of Law a good Marriage ; 
where it has been by croſs and il 
People diſputed and conteſted, for 
wanr of the accultomed Formalities 
of Prieſt and Ring, &c, Ceremonies 
they have Refifed, not out of Humor, 
but Conſcience, reaſonably grounded ; 
in as much as no Scripture-Example 
tells us that the Prieft had any other 
part, of Old Time, than that of a W:#- 
ze/s among the reſt, betore whom the 
Jews uſed to take one another : And 
therefore this People look upon 
it as an 'lmpoſition to Advance the 
Power and Profits of the Clergy : And 
for the uſe of the Rive, it 15 enough 
to fay that it was an Heatheniſh and 
ain Cuſtom, and neyer ur Practice 
among the Pcople of God, Fews or 
Primitive Chriſtians. The words of 
the Uſual Form, as With my Bog I 
, Fee 
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thee Worſhip, &c. - hardly Denfenſ}- 
ble. In ſhort, they. are more Care: 
ful, Exa& and Regular, than any 
Form now ulcd ; _ it 1s free of the 
inconveniencies with which other Me- 
thods are attended ; Their Care and 
Checks being ſo many, and tuch, as n0 
Clandeſtine Marriages can be per- 
form'd among them. 

X. It may not be unfit to ſay ſome- 
thing here of their Bir:hs and Burial, 
which make up ſo much of the Pop 
and Solemnity of too many called Chri- 
ſtians. For Births, the Parexts Name 
their own Children ; which is uſually 
ſome days after they are born, in the 

relence of the Midwife, if ſhe can 
there, and thoſe rhat were at the 
birth, who afterward ſign a Certificate 
fortliat purpoſe prepared, of the Birth 
and Name of the Child or Children ; 
which 1s recorded in a proper Book, 
m the Monthly m_—_ to which the 


- Parents belong ; avoiding the accu» 


Romed Ceremonies. and Feſtivals. 


AL Their Burials are: performed * 


witly 
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with the ſame Simplicity. Tf the Bz- 
ay of the Deceaſed be near any Pub=- 
Iick Meeting-Place , it is uſually car- + 
ried thither, for the more convent- 
ent Reception of thoſe that Accompa- 
ny it to the Burying-Ground.And it ſo 
falls out ſometimes, that while the 
Meeting is gathering for the Burial, 
ſome or other has a word of Exhorta- 
" | tion, for the ſake of the People there 
» | met together. After which the Body 
” | is born away by the young Men, or 
* | £Iſe thoſe that are of their Neigh- 
* | bourhood, or thoſe that were moſt 
' | of the Intimacy of the Deceaſed Par- 
* | ty: The Corps being in a p/ain Coin, 
| without any Covering or Farniture ups» 
' FN onit. At the Ground, they pauſe 
ſome time before they put the Body 
into its Grage, that if any one there 
ſhould have any th®g upop them to 
exhort the People, that they may not 
de diſappointed, and that the Rela- 
trons may the more Retiredly and So- 
tmnly take their /aft /cave of the Bo- 


dy 
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dy of their departed Kindred, and 
the SpeCtators have a Sznſe of Mort 
[ity, by the occaſion then given them, || 
to reſlect .UPOnR their own Latter End, 
Otherways, they have no {er Rites or 
Ceremonies on thoſe Occaſions. - Nei-i| 
ther do the Kindred of the Deceaſed} 
ever wear mourning ; they looking] 
upon it as a worldly Ceremony and 
piece of Pomp ; and that what Mour- 
ning 1s fit fora Chriſtian to have, at 
the Departure of a beloved Relation 
or Friend, ſhould be worn in the Mind, 
which isonly ſenſible of the Loſs, and 
the Love they had to them, and Re- 
membrance of them : To be out- 
wWardly expreſs*d by a reſpect to their 
Advice, and care of tho: they. have 
left behind them, and their Love of 
that they Loved, Which CondudQ 


_ of theirs, tho? ugmodiſh or unfaſhio- 


nable, leaves nothing of the Subſtance 
of things negleQed or undone : And 
as they aim at no more, ſo that ſimph- 
city of Life is what they obſerve with 
great 
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great SatisfaQtion ; tho? it ſometimes 
happens not. to be without the Mockes 
ries of the vain World they live 1n. 

Theſethings to be {ure gave them a 
Rough and Diſagreeable Appearance 
with tle Generality ; who thought 
them Turners of the World upſide down, 
as indeed, in ſome ſenle they were: 
But in no other than that whereinPau/ 
was ſo charged, viz. To bring things 
back into their Primitive and right Oraer 
again, For theſe and ſuch-like Pra 

Qices of theirs were not the Reſult of 
Humour, or for Civil Diſtinttion, as - 
{ome-have fancied, but a Fruit of I»» 
ward Senſe, which God, through his 
holy Fear, had begotten in them. 
They did not conſider how to contra» 
dit the World, or diſtinguiſh theme - 
ſelves as a Party from others ; it be» 
ing none of their Buſineſs, as it was 
not-their Intereſt ; No, it was not the 
Reſult of Conſultation, or a framed” 
Delign, by which todeclare or recom. 

mend Schiſm or Novelty. Bur God 

having 
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having given them a ſight of them- | 
ſelyes, they ſaw the whole World in Þ| ”- 
the ſame Glaſs of Truth ; and ſenſibly Þ| 
diſcerned the AﬀeRions and Paſſions IL 
of Men, and the Riſe and Texdency of UE: 
Things : What it was that gratified 9 
the Luſt of the Fleſh, the Luſt of the N "| 
Eye, and the Pride of Life, which are © 
not of the Father, but of the World, ("| 
And from thence Sprang in the Night |! 
of Darkneſs and Apoſtacy, which 
hath been over People, through their 
Degeneration from the Light and Spi 
rit of God, theſe and many other vain 
Cuſtoms, which are ſeen by the Hea- 
venly Day of Chriſt that dawxs 7m Fhe 
Soul, to be, either wrong in their O- 
riginal, or, by Time and Abule, 
hurtful in thei Practice, And tho 
theſe things ſeemed i rivial to fome, 
and rendered this People $!1nzy and 
_ Conceited 1n ſuch Pcrions Opinion; 
there was and is more in them than 
they were orare aware of. 
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It was not very cafie to our Primi- 
in tive Friends, to make themlelves 
y Siehts and Spettacles,and the Scornand 
3s | Deriſfon of the World ; which tliey 
of Btaſily foreſaw muſt be the Conſe- 
4 | quence of ſo Unfaſhionable a Converla- 
be © tion in it. But herein was the Wiſdom 
ye | of God ſeen in the Fooliſhnels of theſe 
1, | things; Firſt, That they diſcovered 
ir | theSatisfafFion andConcern that People 
h | had in and for the Faſhions of this 
ic | Worid, notwithſtanding their high 
i. Þ Pretences to another ; 1n that an 

in © diſappointment about them came fo 
4. | very near them, as that the greateſt 
be Þ Honeſty, Virtue, Wiſdom and Abi- 
). Nlity, were anwelcome without them, 
e, | Secondly,It ſeaſonably and profitably dis 
of Þ vided Converſation ; For this makir 

e, I their Socicty wneaſie to their Relations 
1d and Acquaintance, it gave them the 
1; | opportunity of -ore Retirement and 
in | Solitude ; wherein they met with bet- 
ter Company, even the Lord God 
their Reaeemer ; and grew ſtrong in 
his 
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his Love, Power and Wiſdom, and 0" 
were thereby better qualified for 
his Service: And the els abun» 
dantly ſhow*d it : Bleſſed be the Nama 
" of the Lord. 

And though they were not Great 
and os, in the Eſteem of this 
World (for then they had not wanted 
Followers upon their own Credit and 
Authority) yet they were generally 
of the moſt Sober of the ſeveral Per. | 
ſwaſions they werein, and of the weft 
Repute for Religion; and many of 
them of good C $09 S.bſtance aud 
Account among Men. 

And alſo ſome among them wanted 
not for Parts, Learning, or Extate; 
though then as of Old, no? many Wie, 
or Noble, &c. were called ; or at leaſt 
received the Heavenly Call, becaule of F 
the Croſs that attended the Profeſſion IF; 
of it in Sincerity, But neither do Parts | 
or Learning make Men the better” F, 
Chriſtians, though. the better Orators 
and Diſputants ; and it 1s the Igno- 
rance 
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rance of People about rhe Divine Gift 
that cauſes that vulgar and miſchie» 
vous miſtake. Theory and Pradice, 
Speculation and Enjoyment, Words and 
Life, are two things. Oh'tis the Pe- 
nitent, the Reformed, the Lowly,the 
Watchful, the Selt-denying and Holy 
4 $oul, that is the Chriſtian ! And that 
4 {frame is the Fruit and Work of the 
pirit, which is the Life of Jeſus: 
hoſe Life, tho? hid in the fulneſsof 
F tin God the Pather,, is ſhed abroad 
3F {2 the Hearts of them that truly Be- 
4 --ve, according to their Capecity, 
Oh that .People did but know this to 

4 leanſe them, to Circumciſe them, to 
Quicken them, and to make them 
ſe New Creatures indeed !. Recreated, or 
? RRegererated after Chriſt Jeſus unto 


ſt - | 
good Works ; that they might live 

of : 

of 0 God and not to themſelves; and 

ts | fer up living Prayers and living Prat- 


. Ys, 70 the living God, through his own 

wing Spirit, in which he 1s0zly to be 

orſhipped in this Goſpel Day. : 
O 
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Oh that they that read me could £1 
but feel me | For my Heart is afteQed Ff 
with this Merciful Viſitation of the (4 
Father of Lights and Spirits to this Y#: 
poor Nation, and the whole World, 
through the-ſame Teſtimony. Why 
ſhould the Inhabitants thereof reject (bs 
it? Why ſhould they /o/e the Bleiſed $! 
Benefit of it? Why ſhould they nat 
turn tothe Lord with all their Hearts, Bf! 
and fay from the Heart, Speak Lord, 
for now thy poor Servants hear ? OWE" 
that thy Will may be done ; thy Greatg$* 
thy Good and Holy Will, in Earth as it 
i in Heaven! Do it in us, ao it upon 
us, do what thou wilt with ws; for wt 
are thine, and deſire to g/orifie thee out 
Creator, both for that, and becauſe thouP* 
art our Redeemer ; for thou art redtemep9 
ing us from the Earth ; from the V anitiuf® 
and Pollutions of it, to be a Peculiar 
People unto thee, Oh this were a brave { 
Day for England, if ſo ſhe couldy, » 
fay in Truth ! Byt alas, the Caſe we 


otherwiſe; for which ſome of thine « 
Inbay/ 
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Inhabitants, O Land - of my Nativis 
d ity! have mourned over thee with 
bitter Wailing and Lamentation, Their 
Heads have been indeed as Waters, and 
their Eyes as Fountains of Tears, be» 
cauſe of thy Tranſgreſſion and Stitt 
jeckedneſs ; becaule thou wilt not 
Hear, and Fear, and Return to. the 
Rock, even thy Rock, O England! 
From whence thou wert Hewn. But 
e thou warned, O Land of great 
Wrofefſion, to reccive him into th 
at Wart. Behold, at That Door it 1s 
; Wc hath ſtood fo long knocking! but = 
oo Þou wilt yet have none of him. Oh 
we thou awakened, leſt Jeruſalem's 
our {4dements do ſwiftly overtake thee, 
oecauſe of Feruſalem's Sins that as 
-@0und in thee. For ſhe abounded in 
tinormality, but made yoid the Weight 
ligFiings of God's Law as thou Jah 


a , . 

auld "Ai withſtood the Son of God in 
e 58 Fleſh, and thou reſiſteſt the Son 
ine! God zz the S2irir. He would have 
a & "00 


C 64). 
Sathered her as an Hen gathereth her 
Chickens under her Wings, and ſhe 
would not ; ſo would he have athered 
thee ont of thy Life-leſs Profeſſi un, and 
bave brought thee to inherit Subſtantt; 
to have known his Power and Kings , 
dom : For which he often knoc 1; 
within, by iris Grace and Spirit ; and 
and without , by his Servants and f 
Witneſſes : But thou wouldeit not Wl" 
athered: But on the Contrary, 8 
eruſalem of ' old Perſecuted the 
nifeſtation of the Son of God inthe 
Fleſh, and Crucified him, and ol 
and Impriſoned h 1s Servants ; | 
thou, Oland ! Crucified zo Al 
ere the Lord of Life and Glor 
one deſpite to his Spirit of 
ftighting the Fatherly Viſitation, 
Perſecining the bleſſed Diſpenſers off . 
by thy Laws and Magiſtrates : Thoſl 
they h have Early and Late pleaded witl 
thee in the Poner and Spirit of 
Tord; in Love and Meekmeſs, t 


thou mighteſt know the LC 
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ſerve him, and become the Glory of 


all Lands. 
But thou haſt Evilly entreated and 


K eequited them, Thou halt ſe «t 


mught all their Counſel, and would 


fl have z0ve of their Reproof, as thou. 


Ct ' 
"7a froy them for abiding Faithful to it. 
th 


(c 


ſhouldeſt have done. Their Appeas  . 
rance was f00 Straight,and their Qualts 
ications were t90 Man for thee to re» 
ceive thzm ; like the Jews of Old, 
that cried, 1s ot this the Carpenters So 
and are not his Brethren among ns ; whica 


. Wot the-Scribes,of the Learned (the Ortho» 

Ifdox) believe in him ? ddr: 6. their 
Aral in a Year or two, and maki 
Fnd executing of ſevere Laws to 


bring it to pals : Endeavoring to ter- 
fe them out of their Holy way, or 


ou haſt ſeen how many Govern» 


vo@cnts that riſe againſt them, and de 


mined their Downfal, have been 
erturned and extineaiſhed, and that 


Mey are ſti]] preſerved, and become a 


reat and a conſiderable People, as 
D 2 Mong 


boured under, ſince the Lord God E 


'an Encreaſiog People; the Lord ſtill 
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mong the Middle fort of thy nume 
Tous Inhabitants. And notwithſtan- 
ding the many difficulties Without 
and Within, which they have La 


ternal firft gathered them, they are 


adding unto them, in divers Parts 
ſuch as ſhall be ſaved, if they perſe 
vere to the End. And: to Thee, 0f © 
England! Were they, and are they 
lifted up as a Standard, and as a City 
ſet upon a Hil, and to the Nations 
round about thee, that iz their Ligh 
thou may jt come to fee Light, evenii 
Chri# Feſus, the Light of the Work 
and therefore thyLight, and Life tao, 
tho wouldſt but turn from thy man] 
evil ways, aad receive and obey | 
For in the Light of the Lamb, muſt tt 
Nations of them that are ſaved wall 
as the Scripture Teſtifies, | 
Remember, O Nation of gre 
Profeſſion ! How the Lord has waita 
upon thee ſince the Dawning of Rt 
# : formatic 
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formation, and the many Mercies and 
Tudements by which he has pleaded 
with Theez and Awake and Ariſe out 
Jo thy _— Sleep, and yet hear his 
8 Word iz thy Heart that thou may*ſt 

live. | 
Let not this thy day of :;ſiration 
paſs over thy Head,nor neglect thou fo 
pgreatSalvation as isThis which is come 
to thy Houſe, Oh England | For why 
ſhould”s thou die, Oh Land that God 
0 deſires to Bleſs! Be aſſured it is He, 
"8 that has been in the midſt of This Pegs 
Þ ple, in the midſt of Thee, and not” 
J 2a Deluſpon, as thy miſtaken Teachers 
1; have made Thee believe, And this 
thou ſhalt find by their Marks and 
Fruits, if thou wilt conſider them in 
the Spirit of Moderation. 


D 3 CHAP, 
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Of the Qualifications of their bic 
Miniſtry. Eleven Marks that (i 
it :s'Chriſtian. wi 


I, Hey were changed Men them- | 
_ before they went a-, 

Bout to change others. Their Hearts 
were Rent as well as their Garments; 
and they knew the Power and Work 
of God upon them. And this was 

ſeen by the great Alteration tt made, 
and their friFer Courſe of Life, and 
more Godly Converſation that imme- 
diately followed upon it. 

IT. They went not forth, or Prea- 
ched in their ow: Time or Will, but in 
the Willof God; and ſpoke not their 
own ſtudied Matter, but as they were 
opencd and moved of his Spirit, with 

which 


tr 
it 
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which they were well acquainted in 
their own Converſion : Which can» 
not be expreſſed to Carnal Men fo as 
to give them ay intgÞigible account ; 
for to ſuch it is, as Chriſt ſaid, like the 
blowing of the Wind, which no 
Man knows whence it cometh, or 
whither it goeth. Yet this Proot and 
Sal went along with their Miniſtry, 
that many were turned from their 
Life-leſs Profeſſions, and the Evil of 
thetr Ways, to an imvard and experi» 
mental knowledge of God, and an 
Holy Life, as thouſands can Witneſs, 
And asthey Freely received what they 
bad tovſay from the Lord, ſo they 
Freely adminiſter'd it to others. 

IH, The Bent and of their 
Miniſtry was Converſion tfpod ; Re- 
generation and Holineſs. Schemes 
o Doctrines and Verbal Creeds, or 
new Forms of Worſhip; But a leav- 
ing off in Religion the Superfluous,and 
reducing the Ceremonious and For- 
mal part, and preſſing earneſtly the 
D 4 Subs 


NS: 
Subſtantial, the Neceſſary and Profit able 
part to the Soul ; asall, upon a ſerious 
Reflection, muſt and do acknowledge, 

IV. They direCted People to a 
_ in themſelves, tho? not of 
themſelves, by which all that . they 

aſſerted, Preached and Exhorted 0- 
thers to, might be wrought in them, 

' and known to them, through Expe» 

rience, to be true : Which is a hzeh and 

aiflinruiſhing Mark of the Truth of 
their Miniſtry, both that they knew 
what they ſaid, and were not afraid 
of coming to the Teſt. For as they 
were bold from Certainty, fo they 
required Conformity upon Ko Hu- 
mane Authggity but upon Cormviction, 
and the Oliction of Thi#Principle; 
ſferted was in them that 
ed unto, and unto that 
they directed them, that they might 
examine and prove the Reality of thoſe 
things which they had affirmed of it, 
as to its Manifeſtation and Work mn 
Man. And thisis more than the "ma» 


of 
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og Miniſtries in the World pretended 
to, They Declare of Religion, lay 
many things true, in .-words, of God, 
Chriſt, and the Spirit ; of Holineſs ana 
Heaven ;, that all Men ſhould Repent 
and mend their Lives, or they will go to: 
Hell, &c. But which of them all pre- 
tend to [peak of their own Kyowleaze 
and Experience? Or ever directed to a 
Divine Principle, or Agent, placed 
of God #» May, to help him; and 
how to know it, and. wait to feel its 
Power to work that good and accep» 
table VVill of God in them. 

Some of them indeed have Spoke 
of the Spirit, and the Operations of 
it to SanCtification, and performance 
of V Vorſhip to God; but Where, and 
How to find it, and wait in it, to-per= 
form our Duty to God, was yet asa 
Myſtery to be declared by this farther 
degree of Reformation... So that this 
People did not. only in words, more 
than equally preſs Repentance, Con+ 
verſion. and. Holine(s, but did it knows 
4; - > 
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Ingly and experimentally ; and direQed 
thoſe, to whom they preached, to a 
ſufficient Principle ; and told them 
 whereit was, and * what Tokens they 
might know it, and which way the 

might experience the Power and E 
cacy of it to their Souls Happiueſs, 
VVhichis more than Theory and Specu« 
[ation, upon Which moſt other Mint 
ſters depend : For here is certainty; 
a Bottom upon which Man may bold- 
ly appear before God in the great 
Day of Account. 

V. They reached to the Inward 
State and Condition of People,which 
s an Evidence of the Virtue of their 
Principle, and of their Miniſtring 
from it, and not from rheir own Ima- 
ginations, Glofles or Comments up- 
on Scripture. For nothing reaches 
the Heart, but what is from the Heart, 
or p!erces the Conſcience, but what 
comes from a living Conſcience. In- 


fomuch as it hath often happened, 


where People have under Secrecy ve-- 


V 
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yaaled -their State or Condition to 
ſome choice Friends, for Advice or 
Eaſe, they have been fo particularly 
directed in the Miniſtry of this Peo- 
ple, that they have challenged their 
Friends with diſcovering their Secrets, - 
and telling their Preachers their Ca- 
ſes, to whom a word had not been 
ſpoken, Yea, the very Thoughts and 
Parpoſes of the Hearts of many have 
been ſo plainly detetted, that they 
have, like Nathantel, cryed our, of 
this inward appearance of Chriſt, 
Thou art the Sou of Gol, Thou art the . 
King of Iſrael, And thoſe that have 
embraced this D:vine Prinaple, have 
found this Mark of its Truth and Di- 
vinity {that the VVoman of S:maris 
did of Chriſt when in the Fleſh, ro be 
the Metab, ) viz. It had\ told them all 
that ever they had done ; ſhowed them 
their #»ſides, the moſt inward ſecrets 
of their Hearts, and laid Judgmenc 
to the Line, and Righteouſnets ro the 
Plammet ; of which Thouſands can, 
ar 
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- at this day, give in their Witne 
So that nothing has been affirmed by 
this People, of the Power and Vir 
tue of this Heavenly Principle, that 
fuch as have tarned to it have not 
found true, and more ; and that ow 
half had not been told: to thenv 0 
; what they have ſeen of the Power, 
Parity, Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God 
therein. 

VI. The Accompliſhments with 
which this Principle fitted, even ſome 
of the meaneſt of this People, for 
their Work and Service : Furniſhing 
ſome of them with an Extraordinary 
Underſtanding in Divine Things, 
and an admirable Fluency and Ta- 
king way of Expreſſion, which gave 
occaſion to ſome to wonder, ſaying 
of them, as of their Maſter, 1s not 
this ſuch a Mechanick's Son, how came 
he by this Learning * As from thence 
ethers took occaſion to ſuſpef and 
inſinuate they were Jeſuits in Dit 
guile, who had the Reputation of 
tr Learned 


ſpiſed, and Hate 
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, Learned Men for an Age paſt, tho © 
there was not the leaft ground. of | 
Truth for any ſuch RefleQtion. In” 
that their Miniſters are known, the '; 
places of their Abode, their Kindred 7 
and Education, 

VII. That _ riſe Low, and De- 

as the Primitive * 

Chriſtians did, and not by the help 
of World! Wiſdom or Power, as * 
former Retormations, in part, have 
done : But in all rhings, it may be 
faid, this People hen dhe forth 
in the Croſs; in a Contradiftiow to 
the Ways, Worſhip, Faſhions and - 
Cuſtoms of this World ; yea, againſt 
Wind and Tide, that ſo no Fleſh 
might Glory before God, 

VIII. They could have no deſign to 
themſelves in this Work, thus to ex- 

pole themſelves to Scorn and Abuſe ; 3 
to bead and be ſpent : Leavin as 
and Children, Houſe and Lanta 
all that can be accounted dear to po 
with their Lives in their Hands, being 
daily 


© —- 
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Primitive Meſlage, revived in their 
Spirits, by the good Spirit and Power 
of God, viz, 

© That God is Light, and in him is 
© no Darkneſs at all ; and that he has 
* fent his Sona Light into the World 
*toenlighten all Men in order to Sal- 
© vation ; and that they that ſay they 
f have Fellowſhip with God, and are 
his Children and People, and yet 
 * walkin Darkneſs, viz. in Diſobe- 
* dience to the Light in their Conſct- 
© ences, and after the Vanity of this 
© World, they lye and do not the Truth, 
«But that all ſuch as love the Light, 
*and bring their Deeds to it, and 
* walk in the Light, as God is Light, 
£the Blood of Jeſus Chrift his Son 
*ſhould cleanſe them from all Sin. 
Thus Jo. 1. 4. 19. Ch. 3. 20. 21.7 

Kl- $- Os 7. 

IX. Their known great Conſt ancy 

and Patience in Suffering for their 


Teſtimpoy, in ll the Branches of it; 


ww, 


> 


daily in Jeopardy, to declare this, 
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and that ſometimes unto Death, by 
Beatinzs, Braiſings, long and crowded 
nts unde and Noiſome Dungeons, 
Four of them in New Emglend Dying 
by the Hands of the Executioner, 
purely for Preaching amongſt that 
People: Beſides Beniſbments, and 
Exceſſgve Plunders and Sequeitrations 
of their Goods and Eſtates, almoſt 
in all parts ; not eafily to be expreſſed, 
and leſs to have been endured, but by 
thoſe that have the ſupport of a good 
and glorious Cauſe; refuſing Delive- 
rance by any indire&t ways or means, 
as often as it was offered unto them. 

X, That they did not only, not 
ſhow any diſpoſition to Revenge, 
when it was at any time in their 
Power ; but forgave their cruel Exe- 
mies; ſhewing Mercy to thoſe that 
had »oxe for them. 

XI. Their Plainneſs with thoſe in 
Authority, like the Antient Prophets, 
not fearing tro tell them, to their 
Faces, of their Private and Pablick 
_ 
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Sins; and their Prophecies to them of 
their Aflictions and Downfal, when 
in the Top of their Glory. - Alſo of 
ſome National Judgments, as of the 
Plagae, and Fire of London, in ex- 
ST Terms, And likewiſe particu» 
lar ones to divers. Perſecutors, which 
accordingly overtook them;and were. 
very remarkable in the places where. 
they dwelt, which in time may be 
made publick for the Glory of God. 
Thus, Reader, thou ſeeft this Peo- 
ple in their Riſe, Principles, Miniftry 
and Progreſs ; both their General and 
Particular Teſtimony : Ry which 
thou maiſt be informed, how, and up- 
on what foot they Sprang and became 
{ſo confiderable a People. It remains 


next that I ſhew alſo their Care, Cons | 


daft and Diſcipline, as a Chriſtian and 
Reformed Society ; that they might 
' be foundliving up to their own Prin- 
ciplesand Profeſſion. And this, the 


; \ rather, becauſe they have hardly ſuf- 


s feed more. in their Character from 
Ka, 4 ke | the 
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the Unjuſt Charge of Error, than by 
the falſe Imputation . of D#ſoraer : 


Which Calumny indeed. has not 
ed to follow all the true ſteps 
wereever made to Reformation, 


fail» 
that 
. and 


under which Reproach none ſuf 


ered 


more than the Primitive Chriftians 
themſelves, that were the Honour of 
Chriſtianity, and. the- great Lights 
and Examples of their own and ſuc- 


ceeding Ages. 


” 


_ mn 
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CHAP. IV. 


of this People as a Religious 
Svcrety. The Church Power 
they own and exerciſe, an1 that 
which th:y reject and condemn |, 
With the Method of their 
Proceedings again/t - Erring 
and Diſorderly Pe ſons. 


þ im People encreaſing daily both 
| in Town and Country, an 

+. Holy Care fell upon ſome of the El- 
ders among them, for the Benefit and 
Serviceof the Church. And the firſt 
. Buſineſs in their View, after the Ex- 
ample of the Primitive Saints, was 
the exerciſe of Charity; to ſupply 
the Neceſſities of the Poor, _ an- 
wer 


Of the Diſcipline and Pratice 
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fwer the hke Occalions. W 
Colletions were early and liberally 
made for that and divers other Ser- 
vices in the Church, and intruſted 
with Faithful Men, Fearing-God,and 
of Good Report,who were not weary 
in well-doing ; adding ofren of their 
own, in large Proportions, which they 
never brought to account, or defired 
ſhould be known, much leſs reſtored 
to tlicm, that none might want, por 
any Service be retarded or dilappoins 
ted. 

They were alſo very careful, that 
every one that belonged tothem, an» 
lwered their Profeſſion in their Be- 
haviour among Men, upon all Occa- 
lions ; that they lived Peaceably, and 
were in all things good Examples. 
They found themſelves engaged to 
Record their Sufferings and Services : 
And in caſe of Marriage, which they 
could not perform in the uſual Mes» 
thods -of the Nation, but among 
themſelves, they took care that a 
things 
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i clear between the Parties 
and all others: And it was then rare 
that any one entertain'd an Inclina- 
tiontoa perſon on that account, till 
heor ſhe had communicated it ſecret- 
ly to fome very Weighty and Em+Y ; 
nent Friends among them, that they }l 
might have a ſeriſe of the matter;} x 
looking to the Council and Unity of  \ 
their Brethren as of great moment to 
them. Bur becauſe the Charge of} 
the poor, the Number of Orphans, 
Marriages, Sufferings and other mat» 
ters multiplied; and that it was good 
that the Churches were in ſome way 
and method of proceeding in ſuch At- 
fairs among them, to the end they 
might the better corre{pond upon oc- 
caſion, where a Member of one Mee» 


ting might have to do with one ano- 
ther ; It pleaſed the Lord in his Wif- 


 domand Goodneſs, to open the Un- 


derftanding of the firſt Inſtrument 
of this Diſpenſation of Life, about a 
Good and Orderly way of __ 
who 


(33 ) 7 as 
who felt an Holy Concern to. viſit 


JT the Churches in Perſon throughout - 


this Nation, to begin and eſtabliſh it 
among them: And by his Epiſtles 
the like was done in other Nations 
and Provinces abroad ; which healſo 
afterwards Viſited, and helped in 
that Service, as ſhall be obſerved 


when I come to ſpeak of him. 
Now the Care, Condut# and Diſct- 


pline, I have been ſpeaking of, and 


which are now practiced among this 
People, is as followeth. 

This Godly Elder, in every Coun» 
ty where he travclled,cxhorted them, 
that Some, out of every Meeting of 
Worſhip, ſhould meet together once 
in the Month, to confer about the 
Wants and Ocaſions of the Church, 
And as the Caſe required, ſo thoſe 
Monthly Meetings were fewer or more 
10 number in every reſpeCtive Couns» 
'h Four or Six Meetings of Wor- 

Up , uſually making one Monthly 
Meeting of Buſineſs. And ow 
| y 
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Iy the Brethren met him from place 
to place, and began the faid Meer. 
ings, viz, For the Poor, Orphans, 
Orderly Walking, Integrity to their 
. Profeſſion, Births, Marriages, Burials, 
Safferings, &c. And that theſe Months 
ly Meetings ſhould, in each County, 
make up one Quarterly Meeting, where 
the molt Zealous and Eminent Friends 
of the County ſhould Aſſemble tg 
Communicate, Adviſe and Help one a» 
nother, eſpecially when any Buſineſs 
ſeemed difficult, or a Monthly Meet- 
wo; was tender of determining a 

latter. 

Alſo that theſe ſeveral Quarterly 
Meetings ſhould digeſt the Reports 
of their Monthly Meetings, and pre- 
pare one for each reſpeQive County, 
_ the Tearly Meeting, in which 
all Quarterly Meetings reſolve ; which 
is held in Lozaen: Where the Churs 
ches in this Nation, and other Nations 
.and Provinces, Meet by choſen Mem- 
bers of their Reſpective Counties, 


both 
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both mutually to communicate their 
Church Afﬀairs, and to adviſe and be 
adviſed in any depending Cale to E- 
dification. Alſo to provide a Ro 
$rock for the diſcharge of general Ex» 
,' 8 pences for general Services in the 
"| Church, not needful to be here par- 


1 ticularized. 
' At theſe Meetings Any of the 
" Members of the Churches may come, 
. || if they pleaſe, and ſpeak their Minds 
. | freely, in the Fcar of God, to. any 
> & matter; but the Mind of each Quare 
j terly Meeting, therein repreſcated, is 
chiefly underſtood, as to particular 
, | Caſes, in the Senſe delivered by the 
| Perſons deputed or choſen for that 


Service by the ſaid Mecting. 
During their Tear Meet , to 
which their other Meetings refer in 
their Order, and naturally Reſolve 
themſelves, care is taken by a Selef# 
Number, for that Service choſen b 
the General Aſſembly, to draw 1 
the Mnutes of the ſaid Meeting, up- 
on the ſeveral matters that have been 
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under -Confideration therein ; to tle 


end that the Reſpective Quarterly and I. 
Monthly Meetings may be informed F 


of all Proceedings ; together with a Ki 


general Exhortation to Flineſs, Uni 

#5 and Charity, Of all which Pro: 
ceedings in Tearly, Quarterly and 
Monthly Meetings, due Record is kept 
by ſome one appointed for that Ser- F, 
- vice, or that hatiz voluntarily under- Þ,F 
taken it. Theſe Meetings are open- 
ed, and uſually concluded 1n their $0- 
lemn waiting upon God, © who is Þ 
ſometimes graciouſly pleaſed to an- 
ſwer them with as ſiznal Evidences 
of his Love and Preſence, as in any 
of their Meetings of Worſhip. 

It is further to be Noted, that in 
theſe Solemn Aſſemblies, for the Chur- 
ches Service, there is no oye preſides 
among them after the manner of the 
Aſſemblies of other People : Chuiff 
only being their Preſident, as he is 
pleaſed to appear in Lrfe and Wi/aom 


12 any one or more of rhem,to whom, 
what- 


248 Wai 
yhateyer be their Capacity or 
pree, the reſt adhere with a Firm 
ty; not of Authority but Convidtion, 
which is the Divine Anthority and 
Pay of Chriſt's Power and Spirit in 
his People : Making good his bleſſed 
Promiſe, That he would be inthe Midſt 
if his, where and whenever they wore met 
wether in his Name, even to the End 
f the World. So be it. 
Now it may be expected, I ſhould 
ere ſct down what ſort of Authority 
exerciſed by this People, upon ſucti 
Members of their Soctety as correſpond 
ot in their Lives with their Profeſſi- 
dn, and that are Refrattory to this 
ood and wholeſlom Order ſctled a» 

ong them ; and the rather, becauſe 
ſe haye not wanted their Reproach 
ind ſufferings from ſome Tongues and 


rens, upon this Occaſion, in a plenti» 
ll manner, 

The Power they cxerciic is ſuch as 
triſt has given to his own People, 
dthe En41 of the World, in the Per- 

ID tons 
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ſons of his Diſciples ; viz. To Over. 
fee, Exhort, Reprove, and after lon 

Suffering and V Vaiting upon the Dil 
obedient and Refractory, to Diſous 
them, as any more of their Communion, 
or that they will any longer ſand 
Charged in the Sight and Judzment » 
God or Men, with their Converſation or 
Behaviour as one of them, untill thy 
Repent, The ſubjet matter about 
which this Authority, in any of the 
foregoing Branches of it, is Exerciſed, 
15 Firſt, in Relanon to common and ge 
yeral Pradtice ; and Secondly, about 
thoſe things that mgre ſtrictly reter 
to their own Charafer and Profeſſion, 
and which diſtinguiſh them fromall 
other Profefiors of Chriftizn'ty ; a 
voiding rwo Extreams upon wha 
many Split, viz. Perſecution and Liber 
tiniſm. That 1s, a Coercive Power, t0 
Whip People into the Temple; that 
ſuch as will not Conform, tho? a2uiuſ 
Faith and Conſcience, ſhall be p«iſ#t 
in their Perſons or Eſtates; Or icav- 
10g 
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ing all /ooſe and at lerge, as toPrattice;; 
and ſo unaccountable to all but God 
and the Magiſtrate. To which hurt- 
ful Extream, nothing has more con» 
tributed than the Abuſe of Church 
Power, by ſuch as ſuffer their Pſion 
and private Intereſts to prevail with 
them to carry 1t to Outwaga Force and 
Corporal Puniſhment. A ce they 
have beene taught to diſlike, by their 
extream Sufterings, as well as their 
known Principle tor an Vziverſal Li- 
berty of Conſcience, 

On the other hand, they equally 
diſlike an Independancy in Society, An 
unaccountebleneſs in Praftice and Core 
verſation to the Rules and 'T'erms of 
therr own Communion, and to hoſe 
tharare the Members of it. They di- 
Kinguiſh between Impoſing 2ny Pra» 


ks tice that immediately regards Faith 
ray o; way (which 1s never to be done 


tn or fu 


cred, or ſubmitted unto )- and 


x1jot Kquiring Cliriftan Compiyance with 


cave 
10g 


thole Methods that only reſpe& 
[ e Church 
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Church Buſineſs in its more C:vz part 
and Concern ; and that regard the Di/ 
creet and . Orderly Maintenance of the 
CharaQter of the Society as aSober and 
Religious Community. In ſhort, what 
is for the Promotion of Holineſs and 
Charity, that Men may Pratice what 
they profelsgdive up to their own Prin- 

es "— not be at Liberty to give 
the Li to their own Profeſſion with- 
cut Rebuke, 1s their V/e and Limit of 
Church Power. They compel none 
to them, bur oblige thoſe that are of 
them to walk Sz:table, or they are at 
ied. by them : That i is all the Mart 
they ſet upon them, and thePowey they 
Exerciſe, or Judge a Chriſtian Society 
can Exerciſe, upon thoſe that are the 
Members of it. 

The way of their Proceeding # 
Tainſt ſuch as have Lapſt or Trank 
greſt, is this. He 1s viſited by ſome 
of them, and the matter of Fa&t laid 
Home to him, be it any evil Practice 


again!t known and general Vertuc, 0 
an 
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any Branch of their Particular Teſti- 
mony, which he, in common, pro- 
feſſeth with them. They labour with 
nd 2m in much Love and Zeal for the 
good of his Soul, the Honour of God, 
and Reputation of their Profeſſion, to 
own his Fault and condemn it, 1n as 
ample a Manner as the Evil or Scan- 
dal was given by him ; which for the 
molt part, is performed by ſome Wr:t- 
tes Teſtimony under the Parties 
Hand : And if it ſo happen that the 
\ of | party prove Refratfory, and is not will- 
"1, | ng to clear the Truth, they proftels, 
from the Reproach of his or her evil 
going or Unfaithfulncſs, they, after 
repeated Entreaties and due waitin 
fora Token of Repentance, give forch 
a Paper to aiſown {fuch a Fact, and the 
Party offending : Recording the ſame 
asa Teſtimony of their care for the 
JF Honour of che Truth they profels, 
And if he or ſhe ſhall clear their 
Profeſſion and. themſelves, by ſincere 
Acknowledgment of their Fault, 2n4 
E 3 Godly 
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Godly forrow for to doing, they are 
received and looked upon again as 
Members of theirCommunion. For as 
God, fo- his true People Upbraid no 
Man after Repentance. 

Fhis is the account TI had to give of 
the People of God called Qxakersas to 
their Riſe, Appearance, Prigciples and 
Praftices in this Age of the World, 
both with Reſpett to their Faith and 
Worſhip, Diſcipline and' Converſation. 
And I Judge it very proper in this 

lace. Lows: it is to Preface the Jour- 
nal of the Firſt Bleſſed and Glorious 
Inſtrumeat of this Work, and for a 
Teſtimony to Him, in his ſingular 

alifications and Services, 1n which 
he abundantly excelled in this day, and 
' are worthy to be ſet forth asan Exam 
ple to all ſucceeding Times ;. to the 
Glory of the Moſt High God, and for 
a juſt Memorial to that Worthy and 


| - Excellent Man, his Faithful Servant 


and Apoſtle to this Generation of the: 
V.Yorld. 
CHAP. 


Y 
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of Of te Firſt Inſtrument or Fer- 
d | ſor: by whom God was pleaſed 
d,f| to gather this People into the 
of Way they profeſs. FH:s Name 
|, &. Fox: His many Excellent 
| Quaitfications ; ſhewing a Di- 
5 vine, and not a Human Power 
| to bave been ther Orrginal in 
Him. His Troubles and Suffer+ 
mgs loth from without & withs 


1,” His End and Triumph. 


- 


I Am now come to the Third Head 
b 


or Branch of my Preface, viz. 

e Inftrumental Author. Por it 1s 
Natural for {ome to ſay, Well, here 
1--4: 15 
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1s the People and Work, but when 
and who was the Maz, the In/tru{, 
ment? He that in this Age was ſent 
to begin this Work and People ? Ifer 
ſhall, as God ſhall enable me, declarefihy 
who and what he was ; not only byl of 
report of others, but from my own ar 
long and moſt inward Converle, andy cj 
intimate knowledge of him; torl xc 
which my Soul beſfer God, as it hath 
often done : And I doubt not, but b 
that time I hive diſcharged my il 
of this part of my Preface, my /ericu 
Readers will believe I had good caule 
fo to do. 

The bleſſed Inſtrument of, and in 
this Day of God, and of whom Tam 
now about to write, was Geonge 
Fox, diſtinguiſhed from another of 
that Name, by that Other*s Addition 
of Tounzer to his Name, in all his 
Writings ; not that he was ſo in 
Years,but that he was ſo in the Truth: 
But he was alſo a worthy Man, Wit- 

. nels, and Servant of God in his time 


But 


SITS 


A” mw", eu To HH 3 M9 kv 


cas as. DOM Wd PZ. oc 


(95) 


But this George Fox was Born in 
LeiceFer-ſhire, about the year I624. 
He deſcended of Honeſt and Suffici- 
ent Parents, who endeavoured to 
bring him up, as they did the reſt 
of their Children, in the Way - 
and Worſhip of the Nation : Eſpe- 
indy cially his Mother, who wasa Woman 
tor accompliſh'd above moſt of her De- 
th gree in the place where ſhe lived. But 
x rom a Child he appegred of anther 
cl Frame of Mind than the reſt of his 
4} Brethren ; being more Religious, I:;- 
le ward, Still, Solid, and Obſerving beyond 
Bb Tears, as the Anſwers he would 
11 F give, and the Queſtions he would pur, 
mM F upon occaſion, manifeſted, to the A- 
e | ſoniſhment of thoſe that heard him, 
ft | eſpecially in Divine Things. 
nj His Mother taking Notice of his 
S Singular Temper, and the Gravity, 
7 0 Wiſdom agd Piety, that very, early 
: I ſhined through him, refuſing Chrldyh 
* | and Yar Sports and Company, when 
yery Young, She was Tender and In- 


E5 dulgen- 


dalgent- over him, fo that from her 
he met with little Difficulty. As to 


his Employment, he was brought up in. 


Country Bulineſs,. and as he took 
moſt delight in Sheep, fo he was very 
Skilful in them ; an Employment thar 
very well ſuited his Mind 1n ſeveral 
reſpeQs, both for its Inn9cency and $0- 
litude ; and was a juſt Emblem of his 
after Miniſtry and Service. 

I ſhall not (weak in vpon his own 
Account, which is by much the beit 
that can be given, and therefore de- 
fire, what I can, to avoid ſaying any 
thing of what is faid already, as to 
the PRI Paſſages of his corning 
forth : Bur, in general, when he was 
{omewhat above Twenty, he left his 
Friends, and viſited the moſt Rezred 
and Religiows People in thoſe Parts : 
And ſome there were ſhort of few, 
it-any, 10 this Nation, who waited for 
theC &: gan of Iſrael Night and Day; 
as Rgcharins, Anna, and good Old Sr 
xy didof Old Time. To theſe h 


Was 
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was ſent, and thele he ſought out in 
the Neighbouring Counties, and a- 
mong them he Sojourned till his more 
ok | ampie Miniſtry came upon him. At - 
ry | 1s time he taught, and was an Ex« 

ample of: Szlence , endeavouring to) 
bring them from Szlf-pefformances : 


al 
3. | Teitifying of, and turning thenn' to, + 
ie | the Light of Chriſt Within them, and 


encouraging them to walt in patience, - 
n | and to feel the power of it to ſtir in 

3 | their Hearts, that their Knowledge- 
and Worſhip of God might ftand um 
the Power of 'an Exdleſs Life, which 
was to be found in- the Light, as it * 
was obeyed in the Manifeltation of it : 
in Man. For in the Word was Life, . 
and that Life is the Light of Men. - Life” 
in the Word, Light in Men; and Life - 
in Men too, as the Light is obeyed : / 
The Children of the Light living by. 
the Life of the Word, by which tlie - 
Word begets them again to-God, + 
which is the Repexeration and Aw" 
B:rth,,yithoutwhich there no come + 
ings 


»—— 


-WW— 


(93) 
ing into the Kingdom of God : And 
to which, whoever comes, 1s greater 
than Johs ; that is, than Joh»'s Dif: 
penfation, which was not that of the 
Kingdom, but the Confummationo 
the Legal, and Forerunning of the 
Goſpel-Timgs, the time of the Kjrg- 
aom. Accordingly ſeveral Meetings 
were gathered in thoſe Parts; and 
thus his Time was employed for fome 
Years. x 

In 1652. He being in his uſual Re- 
tirement, his Mind exerciſed towards 
the Lord, upon a very high Moun- 
tain, in ſome of the hither parts of 
Yorkſhire, as T take it, he had a Vit 
on of the great work of God 1n the 
art!, and of the way that he was:0 
g0 forth in a Publick Miniſtry, to be- 
pinit, He ſaw People as thick as 
Motes in the Sun, that ſhould in time 
be brought home to the Lord, that 
there might be but one Shepherd and 
one Shceptold in all the Earth. "There 
his Eye wasdireQted Northward, be- 
| holding 
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holding a great People that ſhould 
receive him and his Meſſage in thoſe 
Parts. Upon this Mountain he was 
moved of the Lord to found out his 
Great and notable Day, as if he had 
beene in a great Auditory ; and from 
thence went North, as the Lord had 
ſhown him. And in every place where 
he came, if not before he came to it, © 
he had his particular Exerciſe and Ser- . 
vice ſhown to him, ſo that the Lord 
was his Leader indeed. For it was not 
in vain that he Travelled ; God in 
moſt places ſealing his Commiſſion 
with the Convincement of ſome of all 
forts, as well Publicans as ſober Pro- 
tefſors of Religion. Some of the firſt 
and moſt eminent of thoſe that came 
forth ina publick Miniſtry, and which 
are NOW ar Reſt, were Richard Farnſ= 
worth, James Nayler, William Dews- 
berry, 1ho. Aldam, Francis Howgil, 
Edward Burroughs, Fohn Camm, 

ohn Audland, Richard Hubberthorn, 
1. Taylor, T1. Holmes, Alexanadcy 
| | Parker, 
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Parker, William Simſon, William 


Catton, John Stubbs, Robert Withers, 


Tho. Low, Foſiah Coale, Tobn Burn+ 
eat, Robert Lodge, Thomas Salthouſe, 


and many more Worthies, that. can- 


not be well here. Named ;. together 


with divers yet /iving of the fir{t and 
Great Convincement ; - who after the 
knowledge of God's purging Judg- 


ment in themſelves, and ſometime of 


waiting in ſilence upon him, to feel 


nd receive. Power from on High, to: 
peak in his Name, (which none elle. 


rightly can, though they may uſe the 
fame Words) They felt Its Divine 
Motions, and were frequently drawn 
forth, eſpecially to. viſit the Publick 
Aſſemblies, to reprove, inform and ex- 
hort them : - Sometimes 1n' Markets, 


Fairs, Streets, and by the. High-waz-- 
fide ; calling People to Repentance, 


and to turn to the Lord with thcir 


Hearts as well as their Mouths;dircct- 


ing them to the Light of Chrift with» 
them, to lee, examine, and conſider 
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their ways by, and to efchew the evil, 
and do the Good and Acceptable Will o 
God. and'they ſuffered great Hard- 
ſhips for this their Love and' Good- 
will; being oftez Stockt, Stoned, Bea-- 
ten, Whipt and Impriſoned ; though. 
Honeſt: Men, and of Good Report 
where thy lived; that had left Wives, 
Children, and Houſes and Lands to 
viſit them with a /zving Cal to Re- 
pentance. . And though the Prieſts ge- 
nerally ſet themſelves to oppoſe them, 
and write againſt them, and inſinua- 
ted moft Falſe & Scandalous Stories to - 
Defame them; ſtirring up the Magi 
ſtrates to ſuppreſs them, eſpecially un- 
thoſe Vorthern Parts; yet. God was: 
pleaſed fo to fill them with his living 
Power, and give thenr-fuch an open 
Door of utterance in his Service, that 
there was a Mighty Convincement 0« 
ver thoſe Parts. . 

And through the tender and fingu- 
lar Indulgence of Judge Bradſbaw and 
Judge Fel, and Coll. We/?, in the In - 
##, natal fancy 
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fancy of things, the Prieits were ne- 
ver ableto gain the point they labour- 
ed for ; which was to have proceeded 
to Blood ; and, if Poſſible, Heroa-like, 
by a Crael exerciſe of the Civil Power, 
to have cut them off and rooted them 
out of the Country. But eſpecial] 
Judge Fell, who wasnotonly a Check 
to their Rage in the Courſe of Legal 
Proceedings, but otherwife, upon 
occaſion ; and finally countenanced 
this People. For his Wife receivi 
the Trath with the Firlt, it had that 
Influence upon his Spirit, being a Juſt 
and Wi/e Man, and ſeeing tn bis own 
Wife and Family a full Confutation 
of all the popular Clamours againſt 
the Way of "Truth, that hecovered 
them what he could, and freely open- 
ed his Doors, and gave wp his Houſe 
to his Wife and her Friends ; not va- 
tuing the Reproach of Ignorant or of 
Evil Minded People; Which TI here 
mention, to His and her Honour, and. 
which will be,l bclieve,an Honour and 
2 ; | a Bleſſing 
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a Bleſſing to ſuch of their Name and 
Family as {hall be found in that Tex- 
xd Þ derneſs, Humility, Love and Zyal for 
e, | the Truth and People of the Lord. 

r, That Houſe was for ſome Years, 
n | at firſt eſpecially, till the Truth had 
f opened its way into the Sowthery parts 
© Þ of this Ifland, an Eminent Recepta- 
[ Þ cle of this People. Others, of good 
1 | Note and Subſtance in thoſe Northern 
! | Countries, had alſo opened their Hou- 
r | f{es, together with their Hearts, to the 
many Publiſhers, that, in a ſhort time, 
the Lord had raiſed to declare his Sal- 
vation to the People; and where 
Meetings of the Lord's Meſſengers 
were frequently held, to communicate 
their Services and Exerciſes, and Com 
fort and Edify one another in their 
Bleſſed Miniſtry. 

But leaſt this may be thought a 
Digreſſion, having touched upon this 
before, I return to this Excellent Man : 
And for his Perſonal Qualities, both 
Natural, Moral and Divine, as they 
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appeared in his Converſe with Bre- 
thren, and in the Church of God, take 
_ as follows : 

F. He was a Man that God enduef 
with a Clear and Wornderfal Depth : A 
Diſcerner of others Spirits, and very 
much a Maſter of his own. And 
though that fide of his Underſtagd- 
mg which lay next to the World,and 
eſpecially the Exprefſion of it, might 


found Uncouth and Untihinnable to: 


Nice Ears, his matter was neverthe- 
leſs very profound ; and would not 
only bear to be often'confidered, bur 
the more it was ſo,the more Weighry 
and Inftruting it appeared., And 
. as Abrapth and Brokenly as ſometimes 
is Sentences would ſeem to fall from: 


known they were often as Texts to 
many fairer Declarations. And #n- 
ared, it ſhewed, beyond all Contra- 


dition, that God ſent him ;. in that no 


Art or Parts had any ſhare in the matter 


ar manntr of his Miziſtry ; and that ſo 


many 


him, about Divine Things, it is well. 
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many Great, Excellent, and Nezeſſary 
ke: BTruths, as he came forth to Preach 
to Mankind, had rherefore nothing of 

«> BMan's Wiror Wiſdom to recommend 
A them. So that as to Man he was an 
y 012ml, being no Mans nay And 
& Fbis Miniſtry and Writings ſhew they 
1. Barc from one that was not 'Tanghr of 
& Man, nor had Learned what he faid 
e fby Study. Nor were they Norional 
0 ſor Specujative, but ſenſible and pratti- 
+ cs Truths, tending to Converſion and 
t Regeneration, and the {erting up of 
r the Kingdom of God zz the Hearts of 
7 Men; and the: way of it was his 
' I Work. So that T have many times. 
3. been overcome in my felf, and been 
| {made to ſay, with my Eord and Ma- 
' Efter upon the like Occaſion, I thank 
| Wrbee, O Father, Lord of Heaven and 
Earth, that thou haſt hid theſe things 
from the Wife and Prudent of this 

BE World, and revealed them to Babes : 
For many times hath my Soul bowed 
nan Humble Thankfalneſs to the: 


Lord, 
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Lord, that he did not chooſe any offimc 
the Wiſe and Learned of this WorldlW 
to be the fir/# Meſſenger in our Age, 
of his bleſſed Trath to Mien ; but that 
he took one that was not of High De 
gree, or Elegant Speech, or Learned, af 
ter the way of this World, that hi 
Meſlageand Work, he ſent him to do, Li 
might come with /eſs Suſpicion, or Jea-ND 
louſfie of Humane Wiſdom and Inte- 
reſt, and with more Force and Clearneſs fm 
upon the Conſciences of thoſe that ſin-YP, 
cerely Sought the way of Truth int 
the love of it. TI ſay, beholding with « 
the Eyeof my Mind, which the God N 
of - Heaven had opened in me, the { 
Marks of Gods Finger and Hand viſ-Þj t 
bly, in this Teſtimony, from the clear | 
neſs of the Principle, the Power and I { 
Efficacy of it, in the Exemplary S0- 
briety, Plainneſs, Zeal, Steadineſs I 
Humility, Gravity, Punctuality,Cha- 
rity, and Circumſpect care in the Go- 
vernment of Church-Atairs, which 
ſvined in his and their Life and Telſti- 

mony 


« 
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mony that God employed in this 
Work, it greatly confirmed me that it 
gens of God, and engaged my Soul in 
fa deep Love, Fear, Reverence and Thank. 
wneſs for his Love and Mercy therein 
Eto Mankind :- In which Mind I re- 
main, and ſhall, I hope, through the 
Lords ſtrength, to the end of my 
Days. 
te-Y IT. Inhis Teſtimony or Miniftry, he 
ei much laboured to open Truth to the 
10-Y Peoples Underſtandings, and to Bot- 
1nF tom them upon the Principleand Prin- 
th cipe/, Chrift Jeſus, the Light of the 
World; that by bringing them to 
he F ſomething that was Tow God in 
/- | themſelves, they might the better 
v-F know and judge of him and them- 
nd ſelves. 
0- TIT. He had an Extraordinary Gift 
ls, I in opening the Scriptures. ' He would 
a- JF g0 to the Marrow of things, and ſhow 
0} the Mind, Harmony and Fulfiline of 
them with mach PlainnefSgand to 
great Comfort and Edification. 
IV. The 
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IV. The Myſtery of the firf ant 
fecond Adam, of the Fall and Reſtors 
tion, of the Law and Goſpel, of Sha 
dows and Subſtance, of the Servant; 
and Sons tate, and the fulfilling of the 
Scriptures in Chriſt and by Chri/f, the 
Trae Light, in all that are his, through 
the Obedience of Faith, were much of 
the Subſtance and Drifs of his Teſth 
monies, In all which he was witnel. 
{ed to be of God ; being ſenſibly felt 
to fpeak that which he had received 
of Chriſt, and was his own Expert 
ence, 1n that which never Errs nor 
Fails. 

V. But above all, he excelled in 
Prayer. "The Inwaraneſs and Weight 
of his Spirit, the Rewerexce and S» 
lemnity of his Addreſs and Behaviour, 
and the Fewaeſs and Falneſs of his 
Words, have often {truck even Stram 
gers with Admiration, as they uſed to 
zeach others with Conſolation, T he 
molt Anja, Living, Reverent Frame 
1 ever Felt or Beheld, I muſt fay my 

1S 
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His in Prayer, And truly it was a 
Teſtimony he knew and lived nearer 
to the Lord than other Men; for th 
that know Him moſt, will ſee mc 
Reaſon to approach Him with Reve- 
rence and Fear, 

VI. He was of an Ianecent Lifeno 
Buſie-body, nor Self<ſeeker ; neither 
Touchy nor Critical% W hat fell from 
him was very ioffexſive, it not very 
Edifying. So Meet, Contented, Mo- 
aeſt, Eaſie, Steady, Tender ;, it was & 
pleaſure to be in his Company. Fe 
exerciſed no Authority but over Ews/, 
and that every where, and in all; 
but with Love, Compaſſion, and Long- 
ſaſſering, A moſt Mercaful Man, 
as ready to Forgive, as wnapt to take 
or give an Ofience, Thouſands can 
truly fay he was of an Excellent Spie 
7 and Savor among them, and be- 
cauſe thereof, the molt Excellent 
Ppirits loved him with an Unfained 
and Vofadiae Love. 


VII. He 
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VII. He wasan Inceſſant Labourer: 
For in his Younger time, before his 
many, great and deep Sufferings and 
Travels had enfeebled his Body for 
Itinerant Services, he /aboured mach in 
the Word, and Dottrine, and Diſcipline, 
in Exgland, Scotlanaand Ireland; turn- 
ing many to God, and confirming thoſe 
that were convinced of the Truth, and 
ſetling Good Order, as to Church affairs, 
among them. And towards the Con- 


cluſion of his Travelling Services, be- 


tween the Years Seventy One, and Se. 
venty. Seven, he Viſited the Churches 
of Chriſt in the Plantations in Ame- 
rica, and in the United Provinces, and 
Germany, as his Journal Relates; to 
the Conyincement and ConlolJation of 
many. After that time he chiefly re 
fided in and about the City of London; 
and beſides his Labour in the Mini 
ſtry, which was Frequent and Ser- 
viceable, He writ much, both to them 
that are within, and thoſe that are 
without the Communion. Burt the 
Care 
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care he took of the Aﬀairs of the 
Church in General was very great. 
VIII. He was often where the Res 
cords of the Buſineſs of the Church 
are kept, and where the Letters from 
the many Meetings of God's People 
over all the World uſe to come 2: 
Which Letters he had read to him, 
and Communicated them to the 
Meeting that is Weekly held for ſuch 
&rvices; and he would be ſure to 


Fſtir them up to anſwer them, eſpeci- 


ally in Suffering Cales: Showing great 
Sympathy and Compaſſion upon all ſuch 
Occaſions ; carefully looking into the 
Reſpective Caſes, and endeavouring 
Teedy Relief, according tothe Nature 
ofthem. So that the Churches, or any 
of the ſuffering, Members» thereof, 
were ſure not to be forgotten or de- 
layed in their Deſires if he were there. 
IX, As he was Unwearied, fo he 
was Urdaunted 1n his Services tor God 
and his People ; He was no more to be 
moyed to Fear than to V.'rath, His 
F Beias 
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Behaviour at Darby, Litchfield, Ap 
pleby, before Oliver Cromwell, at 
Launſton, Scarborough, Worceſter and 
Weftminſter-Hall, with many other 
places and Exerciſes, C1d abundantly 
evidence it to his Enemies as well as 
his Friends. 

But as, in the Primitive Times, 
fome roſe up againſt the bleſſed Apoſtles 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, even from 
among thoſe that they had rurned to 
the Hope of the Goſpel, and they be- 
 cametheir greateſt Trouble ; ſo this 

Man of Gol had his ſhare of Suffering 
from ſome that were convinced by 
him, who, thro? prejudice or miſtake, 
ran againſt him, as one that fought 
Dominion over Conſcience, becaule he 
preſt, by his preſence or Epiltles, a 
ready and zealous compliance with 
fuch good and wholeſome things as 
rended to an Orderly Converſation a+ 
bout the Aﬀairs of the Church, and 1n 
their walking before men. That which 


contributed much to this ill work, was, 
iq 


2 3 -—$# - => þ- Y_ IE. IU TIS iy rr rn nc oa ut 


( 113 ) 


in ſome, a begradging of this Meek 
Man the love and eſteem he had and 
deſerved in the Hearts of the People, 
and weaknels in others, that were ta= 
ken with their groundlels Suggeſtions 
of Impoſition and b/iad Obedience. 
They would have had every man 
Independent, that as he had the Princt» 
ple in himſelf, he ſhould only ſtand 
and fall to that, and no Body elle ; 
Not conſidering that the Principle 1s 
Ozeinall ; and though the meaſure of 
Light or Grace might differ, yet rhe 
Nature of it was the ſame ; and being 
ſo, they ſtruck at the Spiritual Unity, 
which a people, guided by the ſame 
Principle, are naturally led into : So 
that what 1s an evil to One, is fo to 
All, and what is Vertuous, Honeſt, 
and of good Repute to One, 1s ſo to 
All, from the Senlc and Savour of the 
One Untverſal Principle which is com« 
mon to all, and which the di{atected 
allo profets to be the Root of all True 
Chriſtian Fellowſhip, and that Spirit 
F 2 10to 
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into which the people cf - God drink, 
and come to be Spiritually-minded, 
and of one Heart and one Soul, 

Some weakly miſtook good Order in 
the Goverment of Church Afairs, for 
Diſcipline in Worſhip, and that it was 
10 preſt or recommended by Him and 
other Brethren. And tliereupon they 
were rcady to reflect the ſame things || y 
that Diſſenters had very ceaſonabli { 
obicQed upon the Nationa! Churches, Þ N 


that have coercively preſſed Confor- || p 


mity to their Reſpective Creeds and I fk 
Worſhips. Whereas theſe things re-Þ| x 
lated wholly to Converſation, and the] jr 
Outward (and as F may ſay) Civil part $ 
of the Charch ; that men ſhould wat F ti 
4p to the Principles of their Belief, and y 
nor be wanting in Care and Charity. tl 


'But though ſome have ſtumbled and 


fallen through miſtakes,and an unrea-J G 
ſonable Obſtinacy, even to a PrejuJ] 7 
dice; yet blefſed be God, the Genera-ſ jr 
liry have rerurned to their Firſt Love, h 
#14 teen the Work of the — 
tnal 
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that loſes no Opportunity or Advan- 
tage by which he may check or hinder 
the Work of God, and difquiet the 
Peace of his Church, and chill the Love 
of his people to the Truth, and one to 
another ; And there is hope of divers 
of the few that yet are at a Diſtance. 
In all theſe Occaſions, though there 
was no Perſon the Diſcontented 
{truck. ſo ſharply at, as this Good 
Man, he bore all their Weakneſs and 
Prejudice, and returned not Refl-&ior 


for Reflettion ; but forgave them 


their weak and bitter Speeches, pray- 
ing for them that they might have a 
Senſe of their hurt, .and fſce the Sub- 
tilty of the Enemy to Rend and Di- 
vide, and return into their Firſt Love 
that thought no Tl]. 

And truly Imait fay that though 
God had viſibly eloathed him with a 
Divine Preference and Authority, and 
indeed his very preſence expreſt a Re- 
ligious Majeſty ; ,yet he never abuſed 
it ; but. held h:s place in the Church 

E 3 of 
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of God with great Meekneſs, and a moſt 
enganing Humility and Moaeration, For 
upon 21] Occaſions, like his bleſſed 
Maſter, he was a Servant to all ; hold» 
ing and exerciſing his Elderſhrp 1n the 
Inviſible Power that had gathered 
them,with Revyerence tothe Headand 
Care over the Body : And was receiy- 
cd, o7:ly in that Spirit and Power of 
Chriſt, as the Firſ# and Chief Elder 
in this Age : Who, as he was therefore 
worthy of donble Honour, fo for the 
fame Reaſon it was given by the 
Faithful of thyg day ; becauſe his Au- 
thority was inward andnot outward, 
and that he [5 it and kept it by the 
Love of God, and Power of an End» 
leſs Life. T write my Knowledg, and 
not Report, and my Witneſs is True , 
having been with him for Weeks and 
Months together on divers Occaſions, 
and thoſe of the neareſt and moſt ex- 
erciſing Nature ; and that by Night 
and by Day, by Sea and by Land ; in 
this and in Foreign Countries : And 


I 
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can ſay, I never ſaw him out ef his. 


Place, or not a Match for every Ser= _ 


vice or Occaſion, 

For in all things he acquitted him= 
felf like a Man, yea a ſtrong Man, a 
New and Heavenly-Minaed Man, a Di-. 
vine and a Nataraliſt, and all. of God 
Almighty's making. I haye been fur- 
priſed at his Queſtions and Anſwers 
in Natural things: That whilſt he 
was Ignorant of uſeleſs and Sophiſtical 
Science, he had in him the Grounds. 
of Uſeful and Commendable Knows- 
ledge, and cheriſht it every where. 
Civil, beyond all Forms of Breeding, in 
his Behaviour, Very Temperate, 
Eating Litr/e, and Sleeping Leſs, tho® 
a Bulky Perſon, 

Thus he Lived and. Sojourned as. - 
mong us :. And as helived to hedied; 
feeling the ſame Eternal Power that 
had raiſed and preſerved him, ia his. 
laſt Moments. So full of Aſſurance 
was he, that he Triampht over Death ;; 
and {0. ever 1n his Spirit to the laſt, as 
FE 4 .. 
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. if Death were hardly worth WT | 
or a mention : Recommending 
ſome of ys with him the Dz#/j po Sr 
Diſperſion of an Epiſtle juſt beteda gi- 
ven forth by him to the Churches of 
Chriſt throughout the World , and 
his own Books : But above all, 
Friends ; and of all Friends, thoſe in 
Treland and America, twice over. Say 
ing, Mind poor Friends in Ireland and 
America. 

And to ſome that.came in-and en- 
uired how he found himſelf, he an- 
wered, Never heed, the Lords Power 

#s over al W, careſs and Death; the 
Seed Reigns, Bleſſed be the Lord : 

Which wasabout Four or Five Hours 
before his Departure out of this 
World. He was at the great Meet- 
ing near Lombard-ſtreet, on the Firſt 
Day of the Week ; and it was the 
Third following about Ten at Night 
when he left us; being at the Houſe 
of H. Goldney in the ſame Court. In 


a good Old Age he went, after having 
lived: 
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* Iived to ſee his Childrens Chilirin #5 


many Generations in the 1 rath, wy 
had the Comfort of a {port 1s 
and the Bleſſing of a clear Sew/e to 
laſt: And we may truly lay, 1 wal 1 


. Man of God of Qld, i/at b- ing 


he yet Speaketh : And though now mak 
ſent in Body, he -is preſent in Spirit : 

Neither Time nor Place being able to . 
enterrupt the Communion of Saints, 
or diſſolve the Fellowſhips of the: 
Spirits of the Juſt, His Works praiſe. 
him, becauſe they are to the praiſe of: 
Him that worked by him ; for whicly. 
his Memorial is and ſhall be.Bleſſed.”. 

1 have done, as to this part: of my. 
Preface, when I have left this ſhore- 


Epitaph to his Name, Many Sons: 


have Done Uertuoully in- this-: 


Day; but, Bear George, Thor: 
EGxcelleſt them Jl. 


F.'s;  CHUP: 
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CHAP. VI. 


| Containing Five ſeveral Exhorta= 
” tions. Firſt General, remind- 
ing this People of their Primi= 
ttve Integrity and Simplicity. 
Secondly in Particular, t0 the 
Miniftry. Thirdly to the 
Young Convinced” Fourtily 
to the Children of Friends, 
Fifthly to thoſe that are yet 
Strangers ta- this People and: 
Way, to wham this Book, (and 
that it mas Preface to an its 
» former E:ition) may come. Alb 
tbe ſeveral Ezhortations ac 
cemmadated ts their ſeveral 
States 


(' 12t } 
States and Conditions ;. that all” | 
may anſwer the end of God's 

Love to them, viz. Gods Glory, 
and their own Salvation. 


feſs to walk inthe way that this. 
leiſed Man was ſent of God to turn us. 
into, ſuffer, I beteech you, the word of- * 

Exhortatian, as well Fathers as Chit-. 
dren, and Elders as Toung Men, The. 
Glory of. this Day, and' Foundation of 
the Hope that has not made us aſharg«. 
ed fince we werea People, you know: 
is that Bleſſed Principle of. £:xbt and: 
Life of Chriſt which we profeſs, and 
Dire& all people to, as the great and; 
Divine Inſtrument and Agent of Man's. 
Converfion to God. It was by this thar, 
we were firſt Touched, and efteftually., 
Iolightned, as to our Inward State ;. 
which put us-upon the Confiderazion , 
af our Latter End, cauſing vs.to. (zrs 
: tha: 


A D now, Friends, you that-pro« 
B 
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the Ford” before our Eyes and to 
Number, our Days.that we might ap- 
ply our Hearts to Wiſdom. In that 
Day we judged not after the Sight of 
#he Eye, or after the Hearing of the Ear, 
but according to the Light and Sexce 
this. Bleſſed Principle gave us,. fo we 
judged & acted in reference to Things 
| Perſons, our ſelves and others.; 
yea towards God our Maker, For be- 
ing quickned by it in our I»ward Man, 
we could eaſily diſcern the difference 
of. things, and feel what was Rzght, 
and-what-was Wrong, and what was 
#4 and what-xor, both in reference to 
Religious andCivil Concerns. That be- 
ing the ground of the Fellowſhip of 
all Saints, it was in That our Fellow- 
{hip ſtood. In this wedeſired to haye 
2 Sence one of another, ated towards 
Qne- another, and all Men$ 1n Love 
EFaithfulneſ;.and Fear. 

In feeling of the Stirrings and Mg. 
2015 of this. Principle in our: Hearts, 
we drew ncar tothe Lord; and _ 

e& 
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fee Drawings & Movings before we ape | 
proached the Lord in Prayer,or open'd: 
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ed'to be prepared by it, that we miglit-. 


our Mouths in Miniſtry, And'in our; 
Beginning and Ending with This * 
ſtood our Comfort, Service and Edifitas. 
tion, And as we ran faſter or fell ſhort, 
we made Burthens for our (elves to: 
bear ; our ſervices finding in our ſelves. 3 
a4 Rebake inſtead of an Acceptance. 
and in lieu of Well done, who. has re-. © 
quired this at your hands ?- Tn that day * 
we were an Exerciſed People, our ves | 
ry Countenances and Deportmentdes. | 
Clared it. 

Care for others was then much up» 
on us, as well as for. our elves; eſpe- 
cially of the Toung Convinced. Often 
had we the Barthen of the Word of 
the 1 to our Neighbours, Relations 
and* Aequaintance ; and: ſometimes 
Strangers alſo, We were inTravel like- 

wiſe for one anothers Preſeryation : 
Not ſeeking, but: ſhunning Occaſions 
ofany Coldnels or Miſunderſtanding ;, 


treats 
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* treating. one another as thoſe that be.. 
| .lieved and felt God preſent. Which 
Kept our Converſation Inwocert, Sera. 
| xs and Weighty ; guarding our Selves 
againſt the Cares and Friendſhips of. 
the World. We held the Truth in; 
the Spirit of it, and not in our own 
| Spirits, or after our own Wills and 
| Aﬀections, 
| They were bowed and brought in-. 
to Subjettion, in ſo much that 1t was 
vifible to them that knew us. We did 
F not think our ſe]ves.at our own Dzſpoſe, 
to g0 where We Liſt, or {ay Or do what 
we Liſt, or mhex we Liſt, Our Liber- 
F ty ſtood in the Liberty of the Spira of 
Et Trath; and no Pleaſure, no Profit, no 
| Fear, no Favour could draw. us. from. 


'. this retired, itrictand watchful Frame. 


We were to far trom ſeeking occaſion 
of Company, that we avorded them 
what we could ; purſuing our own 
Buſinc's, with Moderation, inſtead of- 
med!ing with other.Peoples Unneceſ- 


 farily. 
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Our Words were Few and Szvonry,. 
our Looks Compoſed and Werghty, and: 
our whole- Deportment very Obſer« 
wable. True it is, that this Retired and: 
ſtri& ſort of Life from the Liberty of 
the Converſation of the world, expos 
{ed us to the Cenſures of many,as Hae 
mouriſts Conceited and Self-righteays. 
Perſons, &s. But it was our Preſer« 
vation from many Snares, to which o« 
thers were continually expoſed, by the 
prevalency of the luft of the Eye, the 
tult of the Fleſh, and the pride of Life, | 
that wanted no Occaftons or F « 
tions to excite them abroad-in the cons. 
verſe of the World. 

I cannot forget the Humility and: 
Chaſte gal of that Day. Oh, how 
Conſtant at Meetings, how Retired in 
them, how Firm to Truth's Life, as 
well as Trutlws principles ! -And how 
Entire and United in our Communion, 
as indeed became hoſe that profeſs one 
Head, even Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, 

This being the Teltimony and Ex 
ample 
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ample the Man of God, before-men- 
tioned, was {ent to Declare and Leave 
amongſt us, and we having Embras-. 
ced the fame as the Merciful Viſitation 
of God to us, the Word of Exhorta- 
tion at this time 15, T hat we continue to 
be found in the Way of this Teſtimony, 
with all Agal and Integrity, and ſo much. 
the more, by how much the Day draweth 
wear. | 
And Firſt, as to you, my Beloved 
and much Honoured Brethren in 
Chriſt, that are in the Exerciſe of the 
Miniſtry : Oh, feel Life in your Minie 
try ! Let Life be your Commiſſion, 
your Well-ſpring and "Treaſury in all 
ſuch Occaſions; elſe, you well know, 
there can be no begetting to God, 
ſince nothing can quicken or. make 


* People alive to God but the Life of 


God:And it muſt be a Miniſtry in and 
from Life that enlivens any People to 
God. We have {cen the Fruit of all o. 
ther Miniſtries. by the. few that are 


turned fromthe Evil oftheir Ways.. 


Is: 
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Tt is not our Parts, or Memory, the ree 
petitions of former Openings, in our 
own will and time, that will do God's 
Work, A 4dr3 Doftrinal Miniſtry, 
however ſound in Words, can reach 
but the Ear, and is but a Dream at 
the Belt : There 1s another Sound- 
neſs, that is ſoundeſt of all, viz. Chriſt 
the power of God. This is the Kyzy of 
David, that Opens and none Shuts, and 
Shats, and none can Open : As the Oil 
to the Lamp, and the Soul to the Bo- 
dy, fo is that to the beſt of- Words. 

Which made Chriſt to ſay, My Words 
they are Spirit, and they are Life ; that: 
is, they are from Life, and: therefore 


they make you alive that receive them, 


HF the Diſciples, that had lived with 
Jeſus, were to ſtay at Jeruſalem till- 
they received it ; much more muſt we: 
wait to receive before we Miniſter, if 
we will turn People from Darkneſs 
to Light and from Satan's power to- 
God. 


I fervently bow my Kaees to the 
God 


» 
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God and Father -of our Lord TJefus 
Chriſt, that you may always be like 
minded, that you may ever wait Re- 
wverextly for the coming and opening 
of the Word of Life, and attend upon 
K 1n your Miniſtry and Service, that 
wu may ſerve God in his Spirtt. And 

it little, or be it much, it 1s well; 
for much is not too mach, and the 
leaſt is exough, if from the motion of 
God's Spirit; and without it, verily, 
never fo lictte is too much, becauſe to 
no profit. 

For it is the Spirit of the Lord im- 
mediatly, or through the Miniſtry of his 
Servants, that teacheeh his People to- 
profit ; and to be ſure, fo far as we 
take him along with us in our Servi- 
ces, ſo far we are profitable and no 
farther. For if it be the Lord that muſt 
work all things in us for own Salvati- 
en, much more is it the Lord that- 
muſt work in us for the Converſation 
. of others. If therefore it was once a 


"Croſs to usto Speak, though the Lord 


requi- 
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required it at our Hands ; let it never 


| be ſo to be þlext, when hedoes noe. 


It is one of the moſt dreadful Say- 
ings in the Book of God, That he that 
adds ro the Words of the Prophecy of 
this Book, God will add the Plagnes 
written in this Book, To keep back 
the Counſel of God, is as Terrible; 


for he that takes away from the Words 


of the Prophecy of this Book, God ſhall 
take take away his part out of the Bock 
of Life. And truly, it has greatCan- 
tion 1n it to thoſe that uſe the Name 
of the Lord, to be well aſſured the Lord 

ks, that they may not be found 
of the Number of thoſe that add to 
the Words of the Teftimeny of Pro 
phecy, which the Lord giveth thenz 
to bear ; nar yet to mince or diminiſh 
the ſame, both being ſo very offenſive 
to God. 

Wherefore, Brethren, let us be 
careful neither to get-go our Guide, 
nor yet /oiter behind Him ; fince he 
that makes Haſte, may m/s his. 
Way, 


.aright : Which plainly implieth that 


(130 ) 
Way, and he that ſtays behind, loa 
his-Guide. Por even thoſe that have 
Received the Word of the Lord, had 
need wait for Wiſdom, that they , 
may ſee how to divide the Word 


it 15 poſſible for one, that hath recei- 
ved the Word of the Lord, toſs in 
the Dividing and Application of it, || 
which mult come from an Impatiency 
of Spirit, and a Self-Working, which 
makes an unſound and dangerous Mix» 
ture; and will hardly beget a right- 
minded living People to God, 

I am earnelt in this above all other 
Conſiderations, as to Pa«blick Breth- 
ren; well knowing how much it con- 
cerns the pre/ext and future State, and 
preſervation of the Church of Chriſt 
Jeſus, that has been gathered and 
built up by a Livine and Powerful 
Miniſtry, that the Miniſtry be held, 
preſerved and continued in the Mani- 
feſtations, Motions and Supplies of 
the ſame Life and Power from time to 


tume. And 
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p And where-ever it is obſerved that 
>- | any one does miniſter more from oy 
1 | and Parts than Life and Power, tho” 
7 |. they bavean Inlightned and Dottrt- 
4 | nal Underſtanding, let them in time 
t Þ beadviſed and admoniſhed for their 
- | Preſervation, becaule intenſibly ſuch 
1 | will come to depend upon a Se/f-ſuffi- 
, | ex; to forlake Chriſt the Living 
y | Fountain, and hew out unto them- 
a | ſelves Ciſterns that will hold no Zi- 
. | wing Waters : And by degrees ſuch 
.., | will come to draw others trom waits 

ing upon the Gift of God in them- 
ve | ſelves, and to fee/ it in others, in or- 
\. | derto their Strength and Refreſhment, 
.- | to wait upon them, and to turn from 
4 | God to Maz again, and ſo to make 
+ | Shrpwrack of the Faith once delivered 
4 | tothe Saints, and of a good Conlſcis 
/} | ence towards God ; which are only 
1, | kept by that Divine Gift of Life, that 
i. | begat the one, and awaken'd. and 


f | fanctified the other in the begut» 


ning. d;ad 
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Nor is it enough that we have 
known the Divine Gift, and in it have 
reached to the Spirits in Priſon, and 
been the Inſtruments of the Convin- 
cing of others of the way of God, if 
we keep not as /ow and poor in our 
ſelves, and as depending upon the 
Lord as ever : Since no Memory, no 
Repetttions -L former Openings, Reye- 
lations, or Enjoyments, will bring a 
Soul to God, or afford Bread to the 
Hungry, or Water to the Thirſty, un- 
tefs Life go with what we ſay, and 
that <a, be wazted for. 

O that we may have zo other Foun- 
tain, Treaſure, or Dependence ! That 
none may preſume at any rate to Act 
rn elves tor God, becauſe they 

ve long Acted from God ; that we 
may not ſupply want of waiting with 
our own Wildom, or think that we 
may take Jeſs Care, and more Liber- 
ty in ſpeaking than formerly ; and 
x th where we do not feel the Lord 
by his Power to open us and enlarge 

US, 


CA ©5 FA 


( 133) 

us, whatever be the ExpeQtation of 
the People, or has been our Cuſto= 
mary Supply and Character, we may 
not exceed or fill up the time with our 
own. 

I hope we ſhall ever Remember 
who it was that ſaid, Of your ſetves 


908 can do nothing : Our fufficiency is 


in him. And it we are not to ſpeak 
our owz Words, or take Thought what 
we ſhould fay to Men in our Defence, 
when expoſed for our Teſtimony, 
ſurely we ought to ſpeak none of our 
own Words, or take Thought what we 
ſhall fay in our Teſtimony and Minis 
ſtry in the Name of the Lord, to the 
Souls of the People; for then of all 
Times, and of all other Occaſions, 
{ſhould it be fulfilled in us ; for it i »ot 
you that ſpeak, but the Spirit of my Fa» 
ther that ſpeaketh in you, 

And inveed, the Miniſtry of the 
Spirit muſt and does keep its Ana/ 
and Agreement with the Birth of the 
Spirit, that as no Man can Inherit the 

King- 
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Kingdom of God, «neſs he be born of 
the Spirit, ſo no Miniſtry can beget a 
Soul to God, but that which is from 
the Spirit, For this, as I ſaid before, 
the Diſciples waited before they went 
forth ; and in this our Elder Brethren, 
and Meſſengers of God in our Day 
waited, viſued, and reached tous. And 
having begun in the Sprrit, let none 
ever hope or ſeek to be made foes 
7x the Fleſh : For what is the Fleſh to 
the Spirit, or the Chaftto the Wheat ? 
And if we keep in the Spirit, we ſhall 
keep in the Vnzty of it, which is the 
ground of true Fellowſhip. For by 
Drinking into that one Spirit, weare 
made oye People to God, and by it we 
are continued in the Unity of the 
Faith, and the Bond of Peace. No 
Envying, no Bitterneſs, no Strife, can 
have place with us, We ſhall watch 
always fo Good, and not for Evil 
over one another, and rejoyce exceecd- 
ingly, and not vegradgear one anothers 

increaſe in the Riches of the Gao 
| Witll 
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with which God repleniſheth his 
Faithful Servants. | 
And Brethren, as to you is coms 
mitted the Diſpenſation of the Oracles 
of God, which give you frequent Op- 
portunities, and great Place with the 
People among whom you Travail, I 
beſeech you that you would not think 
it ſufficient to declare the Word of 
Life in their Aſſemblies, however Edi- 
fying and Comfortable ſuch opportu- 
nities may be to you and them : Burt, 
as was the Practice of the Man of God 
before mentioned in great Meaſure, 
when among us, inquire the State of 
the ſeveral Churches you vifit ; who 
araong them are Aj{ifted or Sick, who 
are Tempted, and it any are Vnf: jul 
o | or Osftinate; and endeavour to Ifſue 
n {| thoſe things in the W:/dom and Power 
11 | of God, which will be a glorious 3 
i1 | Crown upon your Miniſtry. As that 
|- | prepares your way 1n the Hearts of | 
's | the People to receive you as Men of 
God, to it gives you Credit with them | 
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t2 do them good by your Advice in 
other reſpetts. The AMifed will be 
Comforrted by you, the Tempted 
-Strengthened, the Sick Refreſhed, the 
Unfaithful Convicted and reſtored, 
and ſuch as are Obſtinate Softned and 
fitted for Reconciliation ; which 1s 
Clenching the Nail, and applying and 
Faſtning the general Teſtimony by 
this particular Care of the ſeveral 
Branches of it; im reference to them 
more immediately concerned init. 
For though Good and Wiſe Men, 
and Elders too, may reſide in ſuch 
places, whoare of Worth and Impor- 
. "tance in the general, and in other 
Places; yer it does not always follow, 
that they may haye the Room they 
deſerve in the Hearts of the People 
'they liveamong ; or ſome particular 
occaſion may make it unfit for him or 
them to uſe that Authority, But you 
that Travail as God's Meſſengers, if 
they Receive you in the Greater, ſhall 
they refuſe you jn the Leſs ? had if 
they 
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Cl 


A Ot ry % 


(137) 


they own the general Teſtimony, cam 
they withſtand the particular I; mt 
tion of it in their own Caſes ? "Thus, 
ye will ſhew your ſelves Workme 
indeed, and carry your Buſineſs before 
you, tothe praiſe of his Name that 
hath called you from Darkneſs to 
Light, that you might turn others 
from Satan's Power unto God and his 
Kingdom, which is withiz. And Oh 
that there were more of ſuch Faith- 
ful Labourers in the Vineyard of the 
Lord! Never more necd ſince the 
day of God. 

Wherefore I cannot but Cry. and 
Call a/ou4 to you that have beene {7 
Profeſſors of the'I'ruth,and know the 
Truth in the convincine Power of it, 
and have had a fober Converſation a- 
mong Men, yer content your felyes 
olj to know Truth tor.your elves, to 
g0 to Meerings, and Exerciſe an ordz:- 
aary Charity in the Church, and an 
honeſt Pehaviour in the World, and 
I1mit your telves within choſe Bounds ; 
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Feeling little or no concern upon your 
Spirits for the glory of theLord in the 
Proſperity of his Truth in the Earth, 
morethan tobe glad that stheys ſucceed 
in ſuch Service. Ariſe Te in the Name 
and Power of the Lord Jeſus ! Behold 
how wh:te theFields are unto Harveſt 
in this and other Nations,and how few 
Able and Faithful Labourers there are 
to work therein Your CountryPFolks, 
Neighbours and Kindred wart to 
know the Lord and his Truth, and to 
Walk in it. Does nothing lie at your 
«Poor upon their Account ? Searc and 
ſce, and loſe no time, I beſeech you, 
for the Lord.1is at Hand. 

I do not Judge you, there 15 one 
that Judgeth all Men, and his Judg- 
ment 15 true. You have mightily 1n- 
creaſed in your outward Subſtance ; 
May you <qually increaſe in your /- 
ward Riches, and do good with both 
while vou have a day to do Good. 
Your Encmies would once have taken 
what you had from you, for his Name 
Sake 
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Sake in whom you have belteved$- 
wherefore hehas given you much of 
the World in the Face of your Ene+ 
mies. But Oh let it be your Servant 
and not your Ma#er ! Your Diverſicn 
rather than your. Buſineſs ! Let the 
Lord be chiefly in your Eye, and pon- 
der your Ways, and ſee if God has 
nothing more for you todo: And if 
you find your ſelves ſhort in.your 
Account with him, then wait for his 
Preparation, and be ready to receive 
the Word of Command, and be not wea- 
ry of weli-aoing, when you have put ' 
your Hand to the Plough, and afſu- 
redly you ſhall Reap, if you faint 
not, the Fruit of your Heavenly La- 
bour in Gods Everlaſting Kingdom. 
And Tos Toung Convinced Ons, Be 
you Entreated and Exhorted to a Dj- ' 
ligent and Chaſte waiting upon God, 
in the way of his Blefſed Manifeſta- 
tion and Appearance of himſelf to 
you. Look not out, but within : Let 
not anothers Liberty be your Szare : 
G 3} Neither 
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Neither AQ by Imitation, but Sex/e 
and Feeling of Gods Power in your 
felves: Cruſh not the tender Bud- 
dings of it in your Souls, nor over- 
74x, 11 Your Deſires and Warmnels 
of Aﬀections, the holy and gentle 
Motions of it. Remember 1t is a 
ftili Voice that Speaks to us in this 
* Day, and that it is not to be heard in 

the Noiſes and Harries of the Mind ; 
but 15 diſtinttly underſtood in a Roet:- 
red Frame, Jeſus loved and choſe S0e 
litudes ; often going to Mount arns, to 
Geraens,and Sea-ſides,to avoid Crowds 
and Hurries, to ſhew his Diſciples it 
was Good to be Solitary, and fit /ooſe 
to the World, *'I'wo Enemies lienear 
ur States, Imagination and Liberty ; 

ut the-plain, practical, living, hol 
Truth, that has convinced you, wil 
preſerve you, if you mind it in your 
ſelves, and bring all Thoughts, Incli- 


nations and AfﬀeQions, to the Teſt of . 


Tr, to (ee if they are wrought in God, 
or of the Enemy, or your own ſelves : 
90 
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So will a true Taſte, Diſcerning, and 
Tadgment be preſerved to you, of 
what you ſhould do and leave'uns 
cone, And in your Diligence and 
Faithfulneſs in this way you will 
come to inherit Subſtance ; and Chriſt 
the Eternal Wiſdom, will fill your. 
Treaſury.” And when you are Con- 
verted, as well as Convinced, then 
confirm \, our Brethren ; and be ready 
to every good Word and Work that the 
Lord ſhall call you to; that you may 
be to his praiſe, who has choſen you 
to be partakers, with the Saints in 


Light, of a Kingdom that cannot be 


ſhaken, an Inheritance incorruptible, 
in Eternal Habitations. 

And now, as for you that are the 
Children of God's People, a Great 
Concern is upon my Spirit for your 
Good: And often are my Knees bowed 
to the God of your Fathers for you, that 
you may come to be Partakers of the 


ſame Divine Life and Power, that * | 


have been the Glory of this Day ; that 
G4 a Gencs 
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x Generation you may be to God, an 
Holy Nation, and a Peculiar People 
Realous of Good Works, when all our 
Heads are laid in the Du##. Oh you 
Toung Men and Women ! Let it not 
ſuffice you that you are the Children 
of the People of the Lord ; you muſt 
alſo be born ag#in, if you will inherit 
the Kingdom of God. Your Fathers 
are but ſuch after the Fleſh, and could 
but beget you into the likeneſs of the 
rſt Adam; but you mult be begotten 
into the likeneſs of the ſecond Adam, 
by a Spiritual Generation, or you 
will not, you cannot be of his Chil- 
dren or Off-ſpring. And therefore 
look carefully about you, Qh ye Chil- 
dren of the Children of God ! Conſj- 
der your Standing, and ſee what you 
are 1n Relation to this Divine Kin. 
dred, Family and Birth ! Have you 
obeyed the Light, and received and 
walked in the Spirit, which is the in- 
* gorruptible Seed of the Word and 
Kingdom of God, of which you maſt 
C 


(143) 
be born again. God is no reſpeter 
of Perſons. The Father cannot fave 
or anſwer for the Child, or the Child 
for the Father, but in the Sin thou 
finneſt thou ſhalt die; and in the 
Righteouſneſs thou doeſt, through 
Chriſt Jeſus, thou ſhalt live ; for it is 
the Willing and Obedjent that ſhall cat 
the Good of the Land. Be zot decer- 
wed, God is not mocked, ſuch as all Nas 
tions and People ſow , ſuch they ſonal 
reap at the hana of the Juit God, And 
then your many and great Priviledges 
above the Children of other People, 
will add weight in the Scale againſt: 
you, if you chuſe not the way of the 
Lord, For you have had Line upon 
Line, and Precept upon Precept, and not, . 
only good Dottrine, but good Exampie ; = 
47g which 'is more, you have been. 
turned to, and acquauted with, a 
Principle in your ſelves, which others - 
have been ignorant of : And you £20p 
you may be as gooil as you. pleat, # 
without the fear of Frome and Bows, .. 
G 5 025-4 
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or being turned out of Doors, and for- 
ſaken of Father and Mother, for Goa's 
ſake, and his Holy Religion, as has been 
the Caſe of ſome of your Fathers, in 
the day they firſt entred into this Holy 
Path. And if you after hearing and 
ſecing the Wonders that God has 
wrought in the deliverance and preſer- 
vation of them, througha Sea of Troa- 
bles, and the manifold temporal, as 
well as ſpiritual Bleſſings , that he has 
filled them with, in the ſight of their 
Enemies, you ſhould neglect and turn 
your Backs upon fo great and near 4 
Salvation, you would not only be moſt 
ungratetul Children to God and them, 
but muſt expect that God will call the 
Children of thofe that knew him not, to 
tale the Crown out of your hands, 
and that your lot will be a dreadful 
Judgment at rhe hand of the Lord. 
But Oh that it may neyer be ſo with 
any of you. The Lord forbia, faith 
my Soul. * 


Wherefore 
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Wherefore, Oh ye Toung Men and 
Women, look to the Rock ot your:Fa- 


'thers ! chuſe the God of yourFathers: 


There is n0 0:her God bat him ; wo other 
Light but his ; no other Grace but his, 
»or Spirit but his, to Convince you, 
Quicken and Comfort you; to Lead, 
Guide and Prefcrve you to God's E. 
verlaſting Kingdom : So will you be 
Poſſeſfors, as well as Profeſſors of the 
Ttuth; embracing it, not only by E- 
ducation.but Judement and Convittie 
on: From a Senſe begotten in your 


Souls, through the operation of the  ! 


Eternal Spirit and power of God; by 
which you may come to be the Seed 
of Abraham, through Faith, and the 
circumciſion zot made with Hands, and 
ſo Heirs of the Promiſe made to the 
Fathers of an ITzcorraptib!e Crown. 
That, as I faid before, a Generation 
you i249 be to Goa, holding up the Pro- 
teſſion of rhe blefled Truth m the Lyfe 
and Power of it. For Foemality in 
Religion is Naſeous to Ged and good 
Meuz 
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Men; ' and the more ſo, where any 
Form or Appearance has been new 
and Peculiar, and begun and PraCtiſed 
upon a Principle, with an Uncommon 
Zeal and Strineſs. Therefore I ſay, 
for you to fall flat and formal, and 
continue the profeſſion without that 
Salt and Sayour, by which it is come 
to obtain a good Report among Men, 
15 not to an{wer God's Love, or your 
Parents Care, or the mind of Troth 
1m your ſelves, or in thoſe that are 
without: Who, tho? they will not o- 
bey the Truth, have Sight and Senſe 
enough to ſe if they do that make a 
Profeſſion of it. For where the Di- 
vine Virtue of it is not felt in the 
Soul, and waited for, and lived in, 
xmperfections will quickly break out, 
and ſhew themſelves, and detect the 
Unfaithtulneſs of Such Perſons ; and 
rhat their[»ſdes are not ſeaſoned with 
the Nature of that holy Principle 


which they profels, 
Where- 


-— 


' came to his own, but his own recerved hins | 
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Wherefore, Dear Children, let me * 
intreat you to ſhat our Eyes at the © 
Temptations and Allurements of this 
Low and Paging World, and not 
ſuffer your affeftions to be captivated 
by thoſe Luſts and Vanities that your __ 
Fathers, for the Truths Sake, long 
fince turned their Backs upon : But as 
you belive it to be the Truth, receive 
it into your Flearts, that you may be- 
come the Children of God : So thar : 
it may never be ſaid of you, as the ' 
Evangelift Writes of the fon of his © 
time, That Chrilt, the true Light, 


not ; but to as many as received him, to 
them he gave Power to become the Chit | 
dren of God ; which were born , not 0 
Blooa, nor of the Will of the Fleſh, nor 
of the Will of Man, but of God. A 
moſt cloſe and comprehenſive Paſſage 
to this occafion. You exadly and pecue | 
liarly anſwer to thoſe profefling Jews, 
in that you bear the Name of God's 
People, by being the Children, and 1 
Wears. 
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F wearing of the form of Gods People : 
And He, by his Light in you, may be 
very well ſaid tocometo his own, and 
if you obey it not, but turn your Back 
upon it, and walk after the Yaniries 
of your Minds, you will be of Thofe 
EF that receive him not, which I pray God 
F may never be your Cafe and Jdg- 
F ment. But that you may be !hroughly 
+ ſenſible of the many and great Obliga- 
+ tions you he nnder to the Lord forks 
© Love, and to your Parents for their 
Care: And with all your Fleart, and 
all your Sonl, and all your Strength, turn 
Yo the Lord, to his Gift and Spirit in you, 
© and hear his Voice and obey it, that yoa 
F may Seal to the Teftimony of your F- 
thers, by the Truth and Evidence of your 
own Experience ; that your Childrens 
Children may bleſs you, and the Lord 
for you, as thole that delivered a fazthe 
ful Example, as well as Record of rhe 
Trath of Ged unto them. So will the 
t Gray Hairs of your Dear Parents, yet 
E al:ve, go down t0 tbe Grave with Joy, 
LO 
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to ſee you the poſterity of Truth, as 
well as theirs, and that not only thei 
Natures but Spirit ſhall ve in you 
when they are gone. 

I ſhall conclude this Account with a 


few Words to thoſe that are not of - + 


our Communion, into whoſe hands 
this may come ; eſpecially thoſe of * 
our own Nation. | 

Friends, As you are the Sons and 
Daughters of Adam, and my Bre- 
thren after the Fleſh,of:ex and earneſt 
have been my Deſires and Prayers to 
God on your behalf, that you may 
come to know your Creator to be your 
Redeemer and Reſtorer to the Holy Te 


mage that through Sin, you have loſt, 


by the power and Spirit of his Son 
Jeſus Chrizt, whom he hath given for 
the Lieht and Life of the World. And 
Oh that you, who are called Chrj- 
ftians, would receive him into your 
Hearts ! For there 1t 1s you want him, * 
and at that Door he ftands knockin 

that you might let hum in, but you Fi 
nor 
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not open to him : Youarefull of other 
Gueſts, ſo that a Marger is his Lot a- 
mong you Now, as well as of Old. 
Yet you are full of Profeſſion, as were 
' the Fews when he came among them, 
who knew him not, but rejeded and 
evilly intreated him. So that if you 
come not to the Poſſeſſion and Expe- 
E rience of what you profels, all your 
©  Formality in Religion will ſtand you 
* in x0 ſtead in the Day of God's Judg- 
- ment. 
T TI beſeech you ponder with your 
© ſelves your Eternal Condition, and, 
#4 ſee what Title, what Ground and: 

Foundation you have for your Chri- 
+ ftianity: If more than a Profeſſion, 
and an Hiſtorical Belief of the Goſpel ? 
Have you known the Baptiſm of Fire, 
and the Holy Gho#, and the Far of 
Chriſt that winnows. away the Chaff 
in your minds, the Carnal Lu#s and 
- Afﬀetions ? That Divine Leven of the 
+ Kingdom, that, being received, Le- 

| vens the whole Lump of Man, fanQti- 


fying 
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fying him throughoat in Body, Sout 
and Siri ? If this be not the Ground 

of your Confidence, you are 1n a Mt- 
ferable Fiſtate. 

You will fay perhaps, that though 
you are Sinners, and live indaily Come 
miſſion af Sin, and are not SanCctifted, 
as I have been ſpeaking, yet you have + 
Faith in Chrit, who has born the 
Curſe for you, and in him you are 
Compleat by Faith; his Rightcouſ- 
neſs being 1mpyted to you. 

But my Friends, let me intreat you 
not to deceive your ſelves, in ſo 1um- 
portant a Point, as is that of your 
Immortal Souls. If you have true 
Faith in Chriſt, your Faith will make 
you Clear;it will SanCtifie you:For the 
Saints Faith was their Vitory of old : 
By this they overcame Si» withinand 
Sinful Men without. And if thou art 
in Chriſt thou walkeſt not after the 
Fleſh, bat after the Spirit, whoſe 
Fruits are Manifeſt. Yea, thou art a 


New Creature: New Made, New 
Faſhio- /] 
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F Faſhioned; after God's Will and 
F Mould. Old things are done away, 
and behold, all things are become 
" New: New Love, Deſires, Will, Aﬀe- 
trons and Prattices, It is not any lon- 
ger Thou that liveſt ; Thou Diſobe- 
dient, Carnal, Worldly One ; but it 
is Chrift that liveth in thee; and to 
live is Chriſt, and to die 1s thy Eternal 
Gain : Becauſe thou art afſured, That 
thy Corruptible ſhall put on Incor- 
ruption, and thy Mortal, Immorta- 
lity ; and that thou haft a Glorious 
Houſe Eternal in the Heavens that 
© will never wax Oldor paſs away. All 
# this follows being in Chriſt, as Heaz 
+ follows Fire, and Lyz4t the Sun, 
Therefore have a Care how you 
preſume to Rely upon ſuch a Notion, 
as that youare in Chriſt, whil# in your 
ola fallen Nature, For what Com- 
munion hath Light with Darkneſs, 
> or Chriſt with Belia/? Hear what the 
beloved Diſciple tells you : © If we ſay 
' we have fellowſhip with God, and walk 
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in Darkneſs, we lie, and do not the Trath," +. 
That is, if we go on in a Sinful way,” 
are Captivated by our Carnal Aﬀe- 
(tions, ard are not Converted to God, 
we walk in Darkneſs, and cannot poſſi=" 
bly in that tate have any Fellowſpip with 
God, Chrift Clothes them with his 
Rizhteouſneſs that receive his Grace in 
thetr Hearts, and deny themſelvues, and 
take up his Croſs daily, and follow him, 
Chris Righteouſneſs makes Men 
ixwaraly Holy ; of holy Minds, Wills 
and PraCtices. It 1s never the leſs 
Chrifſts, becauſe we have it ; for it is 
ours, not by Nature, but by Faith and 
Adoption : It is the Gift of God. But 
ſtill tho? not ours, as of or from our 
ſelves, for in that Sence it is Chriſt's, 
for it is of and from him; yet 1t 1s 
ours, and muſt be ours in Poſſeſſion, 
Efficacy, and Enjoyment, to do us an 

CGrood ; or Chrift' Righteouſneſs will | 
profit us nothing, It was after this 
manner that he was made to the Pri» 
mitive Chriſtians, Righteouſneſs,Saniti- 
fication, 
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and if ever you will have the Comfort, 
Kernel and Marrow of the Chriſtian 
Religion, thus you muſt come to learn 
and obtain it. 
Now, my Friends, by what you 
have Read,and will Read in what fol- 
lows, you may perceive that God has 
. viſited a Poor People among you with 
this ſaving” Knowledge and Teſtimo- 
ny : Whom he has «pheldand encreaſed 
- tothis Day,notwithſtanding the fierce 
- oppoſition they haye met withal. De- 
_  ſpiſe not the Mearneſs of this Appear- 
© ance: It was, and yet 15 (we know ) 
* aday of ſmall things, and of ſmall Ac- 
count with too many ; and many hard 
and ill Names are given to it : But it 
is of God, it came from hfm becauſe 
it leads to him. This we know, 
but we cannot make another” xo: 
* know it, unleſs he- will take the 
- ſame way to know it that we took. 
* 'Fhe World talks of God, but what do 
- they do? They pray for Power, but 
4 reject 


fication, Fuſtification and Redemption; 
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rejef the Principle in which it is, 1f 


you would know God, and worſhip 
and ſerve God as you ſhould do, you 
muſt cre to the means he has ordain» 
ed and given for that purpoſe. Some 
ſeek it in Books, ſome in Leaned Men, 
but what they look for, is1n them- 
ſelves, though not of themſelves, but 
they overlook it. The Voice 1s too 


Nill, the Seed too ſmall, and the Lighr 


ſhineth in Darkneſs, They are a> 
broad, and ſo cannot divide the Spoil; : 
But the woman that loſt her Silver, © 
found it at Home, after ſhe had lighted | 
her Candle and ſwept her Houſe. Do 
you ſo too, and you ſhall find what 
Pilate wanted to know, viz. x ruth, 
Truth in the Inward Parts, ſo valuable 
in the fight of God. 

Fhe light of Chrift within, who is 
the Light of the World, (and ſo a 
Light to you, that tells Por che Truth 
of your Condition) leads all, that take 
heed unto 1it,out of Darkneſs into Goas 
martelious Light, For Laght grows - 
upon the Obedient ; It is jown for the 7 
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ſhines forth more and more to the perfett day. 


in, Tbeſeech you : Where is the, Poiſon, 
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Righteous,and their way ts a ſhining Light that 


Wherefore, O Friends, Turn in, Turn 


There is the Antidote. There you want 
Chriſt, and There you muſt find him; 
and bleſſed be God, There you may find him. 
Seck and you ſball find, I teſtifie for God. 
But then you muſt ſeek aright, with your 
whole Heart, as Men that ſeek for their 
Lives, yea, for their Eternal Lives: Dili- 
gently, Humbly, Patiently, as thoſe that 
can taſte no Plcaſure, Comfort or Satis- 
faftion in any Thing elſe, - unleſs you 
find Him whom your Souls deſire to 
know and love above a/l, O itisa Tra- 
vail, a Spiritual Travail! Let the Carnal, 
Profane World think and fay 2s it will. 
And through Thijs Path you ruſt-walk to 
the City of God, that has Eternal FounGa- 
tions, if ever you will come there. 

Well! And what does this bleſſed Light 
do for you ? Why, 1. It ſets all your 
Sins in order heff5re you : It derefts the 
Spirit of this Werld in all its Baits and 
Allurements, and ſhev's how Man came to 
fall from Ged, and the fallen Eſtate he is 
Ie"begers a Serſe and Sorrow, in 
ſuch as believe 10 it, for this feartul Lapſe. 
You 
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You will then ſee him diſtin&ly whoin 
you have Pierced, & all the Blows & Wounds 
you have given him by your Dsſobedience, 
and how youlave made him to ſerve with 
your Sins: 20d yon will Weepand Mourn 
For. it, and your Sorrow will be a Godly 
Sorrow. 3- After this it will bring you 
to the Holy Watch, to take Care that you 
do ſo no more, and that the Enemy ſur- 
priſe you not again. Then Thomzhts, as 
well as Words and Works, will com to 
Tudgment, which is the way of Holineſs, 
in which the Redeemed of the Lord do © 
walk. Here you will come to love God 
above all, and your Neighbours as your 
ſelves. Nothing hurts, nothing harms, 
nothing makes afraid on this holy Moun- 
tain. New you come to be Chriſts indeed; 
for you arg his 10 Nature and Spirit, and 
not your " And when you are Th: 
Chrifts,then Chriſt is you- 5, and not before. 
And here Communion with the Father,and 
with tle Son you will know, and the Effica- 
cy of the Blood of cleanſing even the Blood 
of Feſus Chriſt, that Immaculate Lamb, 
whici ſpeaks better thing: than the Blood 
of Abel; and which cleanfeth from all ſin 
the Conſciences of thoſe that thro? the lj 
vins Fatthcome to he /.1jnkled with it fr 0m F 
d.ad Waiks to ſe veineliving Gode To | 
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To conclude, Behold the Tefsmory and 
Delrine of the People call'd Quakers! Be 
hold their Praftice and Diſcipline! And be- 
hold the bleſſed Man and Meu(at leaſt many 
of them)that were ſent of God in thi;Excel- 
lent Work and Service! All which is more par- 
ticularly expreſſed in the Annals of that Man 
of God : Which 1 do heartily recommend to 
my Reagers molt ſerious peruſal; and beſeech 
Almighty God,;that his Bleſſing may go along 
with both, to the Convincement of many, as 
yet Strangers to this holy Diſpenſation, and 
alſo to the Edification of Gods Church in ge 
eral. W ho for his manifold & repeated Mere 
cies and Bleſſings to his People in thu day of hu 
reat Love, is worthy ever to have the Glory, 
Honour, Thankſgiving and Rexown ; and be it 
renared and aſcribed, with Fear and Reve- 
rence, thro? him in whom he is ell pleaſed, 
his beloved Son & Lamb,our Light and Liſe, 
that ſits with him upon the Throne, World 


without End. Amen, 
Says one that God has long ſince mercifully favoured} 
with bis Fatherly Viſitation, 4nd who was no 
difobedient to the Heavenly Viſlon and Call ; 14 , 
wlom the way of Truth s more Lovely «nd Pre 
cious than ever,and that knowing tbe Beauty and Be 
nefit of it aFFve all worldly Treaſurcs.bas chefe 
it for bis Chieicft Jov: and therefore recommend 
it to thy Love and Choice, becauſe be 1s withgres 
Sincerity an1 If; eftion thy Souls Friend, WAP <0 
| 1Hk END. 
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